Weekly Compilation of 


Presidential 
Documents 


Monday, May 13, 1996 
Volume 32—Number 19 
Pages 791-833 





Contents 


Addresses and Remarks 


Commander-in-Chief Trophy, presentation— 
829 

Democratic National Committee dinner—815 

Greece, visit of President Stephanopoulos 
Arrival—821 
Dinner—828 

“In Performance at the White House”—798 

Legislative agenda—810 

New Jersey 
Democratic dinner in Jersey City—804 
Kick Butts Day in Woodbridge—799, 800 

Radio address—791 

Saxophone Club—819 

White House Correspondents Association 
dinner—792 





Cc ications to Congress 
“Adoption Promotion and Stability Act of 
1996,” letter—797 
Iraq, letter reporting—795 


Executive Orders 


Establishing an Emergency Board To 
Investigate a Dispute Between Certain 
Railroads Represented by the National 
Railway Labor Conference and Their 
Employees Represented by the 
Transportation Communications 
International Union—814 


Interviews With the News Media 


Exchanges with reporters 
Briefing Room—810 
Oval Office—822 

News conference with President 
Stephanopoulos of Greece, May 9 (No. 
121)—823 


Letters and Messages 
Cinco de Mayo, message—792 
Meetings With Foreign Leaders 


Greece, President Stephanopoulos—821, 822, 
823, 828 


Proclamations 


Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month—798 
Mother's Day—804 


Statements by the President 


Deaths 
Calvin A.H. Waller—831 
William Colby—798 
Violent crime—795 


Supplementary Materials 


Acts approved by the President—833 

Checklist of White House press releases—832 

Digest of other White House 
announcements—831 

Nominations submitted to the Senate—832 


Editor’s Note: The President was in State College, PA, on May 10, the closing date of this 
issue. Releases and announcements issued by the Office of the Press Secretary but not received 
in time for inclusion in this issue will be printed next week. 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 





Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Reg- 
ister, National Archives and Records Administration, Washing- 
ton, DC 20408, the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Docu- 
ments contains statements, messages, and other Presidential 
materials released by the White House during the preceding 
week 

The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is pub- 
lished pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Reg- 
ister Act (49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 15), under 





regulations prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the 
Federal Register, approved by the President (37 FR 23607; 
i CFR Part 10). 

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. 
The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents will be 
furnished by mail to domestic subscribers for $75.00 per year 
($132.00 for mailing first class) and to foreign subscribers for 
$93.75 per year, payable to the Superintendent of Documents 
Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The 
charge for a single copy is $3.00 ($3.75 for foreign mailing). 

There are no restrictions on the republication of material 


appearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Docu- 
ments. 





Week Ending Friday, May 10, 1996 


The President’s Radio Address 
May 4, 1996 


Good morning. This week was another 
good week for America. We learned that 
growth is up and unemployment is down. 
That’s good for American jobs and good for 
America’s families. We also had more good 
news on America’s families today involving 
the Family and Medical Leave Act, which 
I was proud to sign in 1993. This week the 
bipartisan panel Congress created to study 
it reported that the law has helped more than 
one in six American employees take time off 
because of a serious family health problem, 
without any danger of losing their jobs. And 
almost 90 percent of the businesses found 
that complying with family and medical leave 
cost them little or nothing. This is making 
America’s families stronger, promoting work 
and family. 

That’s what we have to do with welfare 
reform, too. Our job is to fix a welfare system 
that too often pulls families apart and turns 
it into one that helps families pull together, 
to fix a system that traps too many people 
in a cycle of dependency that ends up snaring 
their children as well, and instead, to create 
one that promotes jobs and independence. 

For the last 3 years, we have been working 
hard to turn the welfare system around. All 
across America, the welfare rolls are down, 
food stamp rolls are down, teen pregnancy 
rates are down compared to 4 years ago. And 
compared to 4 years ago, more and more 
people on welfare today are working as a con- 
dition of receiving welfare. 

A lot of this has happened because our 
administration has worked very hard to free 
States from Federal rules and regulations 
which have built up over the years and which 
contribute to the rea in the present system. 
We have slashed this redtape to 37 States, 
covering 75 percent of all the people on wel- 
fare in America, so that they can take steps 
to fix the broken system. State by State, we 


are building a welfare system that demands 
work, requires responsibility, and protects 
our children. 

But more needs to be done. ‘The American 
people need a welfare system that honors 
American values: work, family, and personal 
responsibility. In 1994, and again this year, 
I sent Congress a sweeping welfare reform 
plan that would impose strict time limits on 
how long people can stay on welfare and 
strict work requirements for people when 
they are on welfare. My plan would also pro- 
vide more funding for child care, so single 
parents can go to work. And it would crack 
down on parents who skip out on their re- 
sponsibility to pay child support. 

If Congress sends me a welfare reform bill 
that is tough on work instead of tough on 
children and weak on work, I will gladly and 
are sign it. Meanwhile, I am going to 

eep moving ahead to fix the welfare system 
by promoting work and looking out for our 
children. 

Today, I’m acting to help teen mothers 
break free from the cycle of dependency for 
good. The only way for teen mothers to es- 
cape the welfare trap is to live at home, stay 
in school, and get the education they need 
to get a good job. We must make sure the 
welfare system demands that teen mothers 
follow the responsible path to independence. 

Ohio has used freedom from Federal rules 
to implement a terrific program they call 
LEAP—Learning, Education, and Parenting. 
LEAP cuts welfare checks when teen moth- 
ers don’t go to school, and rewards them 
when they do. And it works. A report re- 
leased just this week by the Manpower Dem- 
onstration Research Corporation shows that 
for an important group of teens LEAP sig- 
nificantly increased the number of teen 
mothers who finished school, got jobs, and 
got off welfare. Every State should follow this 
example. 

That’s why today I’m announcing that 
every State must put in place a plan to keep 
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teen mothers on welfare in school. We are 
going to audit the progress of every State and 
make the results public. Second, we are 
going to make teen mothers who drop out 
of obeil go back to school and sign contracts 
that spell out exactly how they are going to 
take responsibility br their own lives. And 
third, we are giving States immediate author- 
ity to provide bonuses to teen mothers who 
go to school and graduate, and to cut back 
the checks of those who don’t. 

Finally, I’m challenging every State in the 
country to use its power to keep children who 
have children at home where they belong. 
There should be no incentive to leave home 
for a bigger welfare check. Unfortunately, 
even though they can, most States don’t re- 
quire teen mothers to live at home. That’s 
wrong. Of course, if there is an abusive situa- 
tion at home, children should be living in 
another safe, responsible setting. But we 
have to make it clear that a baby doesn’t give 
you a right, and won't give you the money, 
to leave home and drop out of school. Today 
we are moving to make responsibility a way 
of life, not an option. 

These commonsense steps have bipartisan 
support. They will help teen parents esca 
the cycle of dependency and start down 
path to a successful future for themselves and 
their children. Now Congress needs to do 
its job and pass welfare an I’m glad that 
a group of bipartisan lawmakers is working 
on welfare reform. If Congress sends me a 
clean welfare reform plan that demands 
work, demands responsibility, protects chil- 
dren, and helps families stay together, I will 
sign it. Until then, I'll keep working to do 
everything in my power to reform welfare, 
step by _ and State by State. 

Thanks for listening. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from 
the Map Room at the White House. 


Message on the Observance of Cinco 
de Mayo, 1996 
May 4, 1996 


Warm greetings to everyone celebrating 
Cinco de Mayo. 

Each year the Fifth of May reminds us 
of the blessings of our nation’s rich cultural 
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diversity. The Mexican people have made 
profound and lasting contributions to our so- 
ciety, enriching our national life with the val- 
ues of family, faith, and love of country. 

In commemorating the victory of Mexico's 
army at the Battle of Puebla, we rededicate 
ourselves to strengthening the bonds of 
friendship and partnership between the peo- 
ples of Mexico and the United States. Our 
nations share a legacy of independence and 
courage in the face of adversity, and each 
time we celebrate Cinco de Mayo, we reaf- 
firm our reverence for these ideals. 

Hillary and I send best wishes to all for 
a wonderful holiday. 


Bill Clinton 


Remarks at the White House 
Correspondents Association Dinner 
May 4, 1996 


The President. Thank you very much. 
Thank you very much, Carl, Terry, Mr. Vice 
President and Mrs. Gore, Mr. Speaker, Gov- 
ernor, to distinguished head table guests, to 
all the honorees tonight, my colleagues in the 
administration, to all the entertainers that 
made all the politicians feel that they came 
out to get a thrill instead of listen to me. 

1 apologize for being late tonight, but, as 
you know, I was at a charity event at Chel- 
sea’s school, auctioning off a game of golf. 
It brought in a few dollars. 

Audience member. How much? Tell us 
how much. 

Audience member. Could I ask a follow- 
up? [Laughter] 

The President. Well, I can tell you this, 
I know I was criticized for putting it up, but 
it was not bought by the ambassador from 
Iran. [Laughter] 1 was hoping Ralph Reed 
would buy it, but he didn’t even bid. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Anyway, it got a little money, but the thing 
that disappointed me was that it didn’t gen- 
erate as much as I had hoped. So I was able 
to generate some serious cash for the Sidwell 
Friends School; I auctioned off the shoes I 
wore the day I shook hands with President 
Kennedy. [Laughter] 

By the way, if there’s anybody here who 
would be willing to pay $500,000 for a Presi- 
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dential humidor, I'll be happy to go out and 
buy one for you. 

Even though I was late, my staff kept me 
apprised of the evening. This may come as 
a surprise to you, but you're not the only 
ones who do pool reports. Since not every- 
body at the White House can be at every 
public event, we distribute our own pool re- 
ports on what the press has been up to. 

And so Mike McCurry handed me these 
notes when I arrived. This is what happened 
before I got here: 

6:02: Helen Thomas arrives at the Hilton. 
In accordance with time-honored tradition, 
at 6:04 she asked the first question—[laugh- 
ter|—“Mr. Bartender, can you make a wine 
spritzer?” 

6:22: A van pulls up to the front door. All 
five members of the McLaughlin Group 
emerge—{laughter|—without a_ referee, 
bickering loudly. [Laughter] The topic: Is it 
Kondracke’s turn to sit up front on the way 
home? [Laughter] 

6:25: Andrea Mitchell arrives on the arm 
of Alan Greenspan. Greenspan pays the coat- 
room attendant one dollar—{laughter|—and 
mentions that last year it only cost 75 cents. 
One minute later, five people in the imme- 
diate vicinity rush to call their brokers. 
[Laughter] 

6:52: Jim Miklaszewski discreetly tells 
Brian Williams he’s sitting in Tom Brokaw’s 
chair. [Laughter] 

7:09: Bill Plante arrives at the CBS table 
and receives many favorable comments about 
his new George Clooney haircut. [Laughter] 
One CBS executive present, however, sug- 
gested he might try a hairstyle from “Chicago 
Hope” instead. [Laughter] 

7:15: Joe Klein introduces the entire 
Newsweek table to his imaginary friend— 
(laughter|—whom he identifies as “Anony- 
mous.” [Laughter] 

7:39: Brian Williams is back in Tom 
Brokaw’s seat. [Laughter] 

8:09: Sarah McClendon confronts a man 
seated at the Vanity Fair table, demanding 
to know what he has done with the real Oli- 
ver Stone. [Laughter] Visibly flustered, the 
man offers up a half-hearted explanation in- 
volving Cuban nationalists. [Laughter] 

8:35: Breaking news. Wolf Blitzer breath- 
lessly does a live feed from the front lawn 
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of the Hilton to announce, “CNN _ has 
learned the dessert will be mocha puffs and 
chocolate sauce.” [Laughter] 

9:06: The President finally arrives at the 
southeast entrance. Running after him is pool 
reporter Mark Knoller who appears to be 
wearing the shoes President Clinton wore 
when he shook hands with President Ken- 
nedy. [Laughter] Paid a pretty good price for 
them, too. 

Well, that’s what happened before I got 
here. Hillary and I are delighted to be with 
you tonight. I have only one criticism. I took 
a look at those ticket prices. They seem pret- 
ty high to me. So tonight, by Executive order, 
I am authorizing the release of 1,000 addi- 
tional tickets. [Laughter] 

You know who I’m really glad to see here 
tonight? Howard Fineman—{laughter|— 
where I can keep an eye on him. [Laughter] 
And I mean that—sincerely. [Laughter] 

I’m glad to be here tonight with our guest 
speaker. Now, I make it a policy not to men- 
tion inflammatory public figures by name, 
but I am very pleased to share this ium 
tonight with the author of—{laughter|— 
“What’s-His-Name Is a Big, Fat Idiot.” 
[Laughter] 

I feel a certain kinship with Al Franken. 
We, frankly, had a terrible 1994. I had Speak- 
er Gingrich’s victory in the midterm elec- 
tions, and he had “Stuart Saves His Family.” 
[Laughter] He asked me to tell that. 

But we have rebounded pretty well. I 
mean, after all, I am still here, and he made 
a gazillion dollars on that book. As much as 
I enjoyed Al’s book, shortly after buying it, 
I came to regret my purchase. The very week 
I bought the book, it replaced Hillary's as 
the number one bestseller. 

We have another noted author here, 
Speaker Gingrich. He’s right over there. He’s 
the fellow next to the baby raccoon and the 
iguana. [Laughter] Mr. Speaker, as long as 
you're here, I think, out in public, in front 
of everybody, we ought to & a little work 
on the budget negotiations. You give me my 
Medicare plan, and you can have my mocha 
puff and chocolate sauce. [Laughter] 

It’s too bad Senator Dole couldn’t join us 
tonight, but thank goodness one of us is free 
to watch the kids. [Laughter] I must say, seri- 
ously now, that was a very interesting asser- 
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tion he put forth. I sort of thought most kids 
would rather stay with me than Bob Dole. 
I mean, after all, they'd get to play Nintendo 
in the Situation Room. [Laughter] Leon 
promises to let me know whenever “Barney” 
comes on. 

But this babysitter debate raises only one 
of many pertinent questions that voters have 
to ask themselves before they choose the next 
President. An interesting line—for example, 
let’s Say you were going on vacation for a 
couple of weeks. Who do you trust to water 
your plants? [Laughter] Bob Dole or Bill 
Clinton? [Laughter] 

And suppose you were too busy — 
hands tonight and you didn’t get to eat. An 
you go home tonight and you decide to order 
a pizza. Who do you trust to select the 
toppings? [Laughter] Bob Dole or Bill Clin- 
ton? [Laughter] 

Or what about this scenario? Bob Dole is 
on a train headed toward Spring Valley at 
65 miles an hour. [Laughter] Bill Clinton is 
traveling by car from the opposite direction 
at 35 miles an hour. Given Sg that the 
train has twice as far to travel as the car, 
who do you trust to arrive in Spring Valley 
first? Bob Dole or Bill Clinton? [Laughter] 

Now, if you don’t think these questions are 
relevant, and they may not seem relevant, 
I ask you, who are we to question the wisdom 
of Senator Dole’s focus groups? [Laughter] 

Let me say this, too. This is a serious com- 
ment. I think Senator Dole made a mistake 
not keeping Mary Matalin on his team. And 
Mary, I saw you up here earlier. Where are 
you? You are welcome on my team, and I 
don’t care who you're married to. [Laughter] 
Any bald-headed Cajun knows we're right 
and they’re wrong. [Laughter] 

As you know, this is the very first time in 
our Nation’s history a sitting President is fac- 
ing a sitting majority leader in the fall cam- 
paign. To be fair to all concerned, it’s a dif- 
ficult situation. Just imagine trying to do the 
job you were hired to do with an adversary 
breathing down your neck, questioning your 
every move, waiting for your next misstep. 
Trent Lott ought to just cut it out. [Laughter] 

Now many of you have been writing about 
my so-called “stealth campaign” for reelec- 
tion. We hit our first major setback this week 
when the RNC broke the code on our press 
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releases. But I want you to know I’m holding 
firm to my strategy. And my strategy is work- 
ing. In bret. — to the New York 
Times, my Vice President is closer to for- 
mally announcing his candidacy than I am. 
[Laughter] 

By the way, I want to congratulate the 
Times on that “Al Gore Wants to be Presi- 
dent” scoop. [Laughter] Pulitzer’s in the bag. 
[Laughter] 

Some of you have been asking for 6 
months now, when is this announcement 
speech? In keeping with the stealth cam- 
paign strategy, Mike McCurry had this idea 
that instead of the traditional announcement 
speech, tonight I should just give an off-the- 
record announcement on what he calls—he 
calls—“psych background.” [Laughter] As if 
we didn’t have enough trouble. So that way 
I could give you some insight into my truly 
secret, private thoughts about this election. 

So, if we can all agree on the ground 
rules—{laughter|—I'd like to give you a 
sense of the musings of my inner candidate. 
[Laughter| You can attribute these remarks 
to a source inside the President’s suit. 
[Laughter] 

Now, I had occasion to give this topic con- 
siderable thought last weekend as I was going 
through the Sunday classified ads. [Laughter] . 
Gosh, there must have been 8% million list- 
ings, all of them at good wages. [Laughter] 
But I couldn’t find a single job I'd prefer 
to this one. 

So, in lieu of a formal announcement 
speech, you can report on “psych back- 
ground” that Bill Clinton is under the strong 
impression that America is a great country, 
and that we are living in an age of possibility. 
Bill Clinton suspects that America is moving 
in the right direction, but we have to keep 
working together to find common ground. 
Bill Clinton is inclined to think he can help 
us meet America’s challenges with just one 
more term. 

Now, I'd like to go back on the record to 
say thank you and good night. [Laughter] So 
you may report that Bill Clinton said, “Thank 
you, and good night.” 


Note: The President spoke at 10:17 p.m. at the 
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Carl Leubersdorf, outgoing president, 
and Terry Hunt, incoming president, White 
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House Correspondents Association; and Gov. 
George W. Bush of Texas. 


Statement on Violent Crime 
May 5, 1996 


For 5 straight years before I took office, 
violent crime increased in America. Because 
of our tough and smart decisions to put more 
cops on the street and get kids, guns, and 
drugs off the street, we are now beginning 
to reverse the trend in violent crime. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Iraq 


May 4, 1996 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Consistent with the Authorization for Use 
of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution 
(Public Law 102-1), and as part of my effort 
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am 
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain 
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt- 
ed by the U.N. Security Council. 

The Government of Iraq remains far from 
compliance with its obligations under appli- 
cable Security Council resolutions. The U.N. 
Special Commission (UNSCOM) Chairman 
Ekeus remarked recently in Washington that 
Iraq may be hiding up to 16 SCUD missiles, 
possibly armed with biological warheads. 
Iraqi officials blatantly violated Security 
Council resolutions in March when they re- 
peatedly obstructed UNSCOM officials at- 
tempting to search buildings in Baghdad for 
weapons of mass destruction material. Iraqi 
officials may have removed or destroyed in- 
criminating material during the delay. In a 
report released on April 11, UNSCOM ex- 
pressed its concern that Iraq may still be en- 
gaged in weapons activities prohibited under 
Security Council Resolution 687. Iraq contin- 
ues to evade its duty to return looted Kuwaiti 
property and help account for hundreds of 
civilians who disappeared in Kuwait during 
the occupation. Iraq still provides refuge for 
known terrorists. The Security Council took 
all these factors into account in maintaining 
sanctions without change at its March 8 re- 
view. 
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Saddam Hussein’s unwillingness to comply 
with the norms of international behavior ex- 
tends to his regime’s continuing threat to 
Iraqi citizens throughout the country. We 
and our coalition partners continue to en- 
force the no-fly zones over northern and 
southern Iraq as part of our efforts to deter 
Iraq's use of aircraft against its population. 
Iraq's repression of its southern Shi'a popu- 
lation continues, with policies aimed at de- 
stroying the Marsh Arabs’ way of life as well 
as the ecology of the southern marshes. 

The human rights situation throughout 
Iraq remains unchanged. Saddam Hussein 
shows no signs of complying with U.N. Secu- 
rity Council Resolution 683, which demands 
that Iraq cease the repression of its own peo- 
ple. The U.N. Human Rights Commission 
(UNHRC) recently adopted a strongly-word- 
ed resolution condemning “massive and ex- 
tremely grave violations of human rights” 
carried out by the Government of Iraq. The 
resolution draws heavily from the report of 
the Special Rapporteur of the UNHRC. The 
resolution also continues the mandate of the 
Special Rapporteur. Parliamentary elections 
held in late March were as much a farce as 
last November’s “Referendum” on Saddam 
Hussein’s rule. Candidates were required to 
pledge their loyalty to Saddam Hussein and 
his Ba’ath Party in order to be eligible. All 
legitimate international observers and Iraqi 
opposition groups rejected the legitimacy of 
both the process and the outcome of the 
elections. 

The United States, together with inter- 
national and humanitarian relief organiza- 
tions, continues to provide humanitarian as- 
sistance to the people of northern Iraq. Secu- 
rity conditions in northern Iraq remain tenu- 
ous at best, with Iranian and PKK activity 
adding to the ever-present threat from Bagh- 
dad. We continue to facilitate talks between 
the two major Kurdish groups in an effort 
to help them resolve their differences and 
increase stability in northern Iraq. 

Pursuant to Security Council Resolution 
986, Iraq is authorized to sell a prescribed 
amount of oil for the purchase of humani- 
tarian supplies. Discussions between U.N. 
and Iraqi officials on implementation of the 
Resolution continued in April. It remains un- 
clear whether Iraq is serious about imple- 
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menting the Resolution as drafted. We would 
like to see the provisions of Resolution 986 
implemented, but only with the safeguards 
envisioned in the Resolution to ensure that 
Saddam Hussein cannot abuse the Resolu- 
tion’s humanitarian purposes. 

In October 1994, the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil adopted Resolution 949, which demanded 
that Iraq not utilize its forces to threaten its 
neighbors or U.N. operations in Iraq and that 
it not redeploy or enhance its military capac- 
ity in southern Iraq. In view of Saddam Hus- 
sein’s proven record of unreliability, we have 
felt it prudent to maintain a significant U.S. 
force presence in the region in order to main- 
tain the capability to respond rapidly to pos- 
sible Iraqi aggression or threats against its 
neighbors. We recently deployed an air expe- 
ditionary force to ve he as part of that pres- 
ence. 

Since my last report, the Multinational 
Interception Force (MIF), conducting the 
maritime enforcement of sanctions against 
Iraq, has encountered renewed attempts to 
smuggle commodities from Iraq. During 


March and April, MIF vessels seme a 


vessels carrying Iraqi petroleum products 
worth an estimated $1.1 million and Iraqi 
dates worth an estimated $1.4 million. The 
yor acceptance of these diverted ves- 
sels by Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates has greatly con- 
tributed to the deterrent effect of MIF sanc- 
tions enforcement operations. It has also en- 
hanced enforcement efforts by allowing MIF 
vessels escorting the diverted vessels to re- 
turn to patrol operations. 

We continue to achieve a significant for- 
eign policy objective in maintaining multi- 
national participation in the MIF. Ships from 
the United States, the United Kingdom, and 
The Netherlands participated in MIF oper- 
ations from February through April of this 
year. Additionally, we have received firm 
commitments or serious proposals from Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand, Belgium and Canada to 
send frigates to participate in the MIF in late 
1996 and early 1997. 

Other countries have made different but 
important contributions toward enforcing the 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq. For example, 
Honduras recently deflagged four vessels and 
Belize deflagged three vessels. India has initi- 
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ated “registry deletion” proceedings against 
vessels operating under its flag, and the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates is currently considering the 
deflagging of a vessel diverted twice for vio- 
lating the sanctions. 

We continue to provide briefings to the 
U.N. Iraq Sanctions Committee as part of 
our close coordination and consultation with 
the U.N. and with Security Council members 
on the issue of maritime Iraq sanctions en- 
forcement. Evidence was provided concern- 
ing continued Iranian complicity in the ex- 
port of Iraqi petroleum products through the 
provision to vessels violating the sanctions of 
false paperwork, the use of Iranian territorial 
waters, and warnings regarding the location 
of MIF vessels. Evidence was also provided 
concerning the acceptance of protection fees 
by Iranian officials in return for this assist- 
ance. 

Security Council Resolution 687 affirmed 
that Iraq is liable under international law for 
compensating the victims of its unlawful in- 
vasion and occupation of Kuwait. Although 
the U.N. Compensation Commission 
(UNCC) has approved some 790,000 individ- 
ual awards worth about $3.0 billion against 
Iraq, it has been able to authorize the pay- 
ment of only the fixed awards for serious per- 
sonal injury or death (aggregating approxi- 
mately $13.5 million). The remainder of the 
awards cannot be paid because the U.N. 
Compensation Fund lacks sufficient funding. 
The awards are supposed to be financed by 
a deduction from the proceeds of future Iraqi 
oil sales, once such sales are permitted to 
resume. However, Iraq’s refusal to meet the 
Security Council’s terms for a limited re- 
sumption of oil sales has left the UNCC with- 
out adequate financial resources to pay the 
awards. Iraq’s intransigence means that the 
victims of its aggression remain uncompen- 
sated for their losses 5 years after the end 
of the Gulf War. 

To conclude, Iraq remains a serious threat 
to regional peace and stability. I remain de- 
termined that Iraq comply fully with all its 
obligations under the U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions. My Administration will continue 
to oppose any relaxation of sanctions until 
Iraq demonstrates peaceful intentions 
through its overall compliance with all of the 
U.N. Security Council Resolutions. 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / May 6 


I appreciate the support of the Congress 
for our efforts and shall continue to keep the 
Congress informed about this important 
issue. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging- 
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of 
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on May 6. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
the “Adoption Promotion and 
Stability Act of 1996” 


May 6, 1996 


Dear __ : 

I am writing to express my strong support 
for The Adoption Promotion and Stability 
Act of 1996. Today, families seeking to adopt 
children face significant barriers, including 
high adoption costs, complex regulations, and 
outdated assumptions. | am committed to 
breaking down these barriers and making 
adoption easier. Promoting adoption is one 
of the most important things we can do to 
strengthen American families and give more 
children what every child in America de- 
serves—loving parents and a healthy home. 
This legislation will help children in need of 
adoptive homes to be united with devoted 
parents. 

My Administration has worked hard to 
promote adoption in general, and adoption 
of children with special needs in particular. 
We championed the Family and Medical 
Leave Act which enables parents to take time 
off to adopt a child without losing their jobs 
or their health insurance. We strongly sup- 
ported the Multi-Ethnic Placement Act to 
help increase the number of adoptions by 
prohibiting discrimination based on race or 
ethnicity, and we remain committed to en- 
forcing that law vigorously. As part of our 
1993 deficit reduction package, I signed into 
law a provision that requires ERISA plans 
to provide the same health coverage for 


adopted children as for biological children 
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of plan participants. We have worked to pre- 
serve Federal support for adoption of chil- 
dren with special needs, and increased by 60 
percent the number of children with special 
needs who have been adopted with Federal 
adoption assistance. 

But together we can and must do more. 
I strongly support the adoption tax credit in 
this bill. It will alleviate a significant barrier 
to adoption and allow middle class families, 
for whom adoption may be prohibitively ex- 
pensive, to adopt childrén to love and nur- 
ture. It will encourage adoption of children 
with special needs. It will put parents seeking 
to build a family through adoption on a more 
equal footing with other families. 

I believe that the bill is consistent with the 
Administration’s policy and my longstanding 
goal to end the historical bias against inter- 
racial adoptions, which too often has meant 
interminable waits for children to be 
matched with parents of the same race. The 
Administration also has some concerns re- 
garding some of the provisions used to offset 
the cost of the bill and would like to work 
with the Congress on these provisions. In ad- 
dition, we need to ensure that unnecessary 
provisions are not included in the legislation. 

The Adoption Promotion and Stability Act 
is an important first step toward meeting the 
challenge of removing barriers to adoption. 
I look forward to working with you so that 
the dreams of the waiting children in this 
country to have permanent homes and loving 
families can become a reality. 


Sincerely, 


Bill Clinton 


Nore: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging- 
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives; 
Richard K. Armey, House majority leader; Rich- 
ard A. Gephardt, House minority leader; and Bill 
Archer, chairman, and Sam Gibbons, ranking 
member, House Committee on Ways and Means. 
This letter was made available by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on May 6 but was not issued 
as a White House press release. 
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Proclamation 6892—Asian/Pacific 
American Heritage Month, 1996 


May 6, 1996 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Our national character has been enhanced 
by citizens who maintain and honor cultural 
values and customs brought from other lands. 
Americans of Asian and Pacific Islander an- 
cestry have long been a part of that tradition, 
enriching the fabric of our society with their 
unique talents and abilities. This month pro- 
vides a welcome opportunity to recognize 
these gifts and to celebrate the daily con- 
tributions that Asian and Pacific Americans 
make to our country’s progress. 

Every sector of American life has bene- 
fited from the extraordinary leadership of 
those who trace their roots back to Asia and 
the Pacific Island region. In the arts and 
sciences, the business world, law, academia, 
and government, these remarkable individ- 
uals have expanded our horizons, achieving 
exceptional success and demonstrating a 
dedicated belief in equal opportunity. Asian 
and Pacific Americans have worked to over- 
come challenges, often in the face of dis- 
crimination and prejudice, and have success- 
fully embraced the opportunities of the 
American Dream. 

As we stand on the threshold of the 21st 
century, ready to compete in the global mar- 
ketplace and strengthen our partnerships 
with the nations of the Pacific Rim, let us 
draw on the strengths added by Asian and 
Pacific Americans and applaud their proud 
legacy of service and dedication to this coun- 
try. 
To honor the accomplishments of Asian 
and Pacific Americans and to recognize their 
many contributions to our Nation, the Con- 
gress, by Public Law 102-450, has designated 
the month of May as “Asian/Pacific American 
Heritage Month.” 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim May 1996 as Asian/Pa- 
cific American Heritage Month. I call upon 
the people of the United States to observe 
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this occasion with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
six, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen- 
tieth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:44 a.m., May 7, 1996] 


Note: The proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 8. 


Statement on the Death of William 
Colby 


May 6, 1996 


Hillary and I were saddened to learn of 
the death of former Director of Central In- 
telligence William Colby. Through a quarter 
century at the CIA, William Colby played a 

ivotal role in shaping our Nation’s intel- 
lense community. A dedicated public serv- 
ant, he ably led the Agency through challeng- 
ing times. He made tough decisions when 
necessary, and he was always guided by the 
core values of the country he loved. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with his family and 
friends in this time of sorrow and grieving. 


Remarks at “In Performance at the 
White House” 


May 6, 1996 


Thank you very much. There is another 
benefit to you that we heard them all practic- 
ing, which is you won’t have to endure our 
impulse sing-along night. We did that yester- 
day. [Laughter] 

The two artists with us tonight are classic 
examples of the splendid, intricate tapestry 
of American music. Both have expanded 
their own musical horizons and ours as they 
have woven the richness of their own herit- 
age into popular culture. 

In 1993, these Grammy Award winners 
performed during the inaugural celebration 
for Hillary and me and for all of America. 
They were truly a highlight of that extraor- 
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dinary week. This evening we are thrilled to 
have them join us for the first time here at 
the White House. 

It has been said of Aaron Neville that when 
he sings, “It’s like a knowing angel who has 
experienced both Heaven and the gritty re- 
ality of a working man’s life.” Aaron’s style 
reflects the lush multi-cultural mix of his na- 
tive city of New Orleans. He has blended 
rock and funk, gospel and country, and 
rhythm and blues, to create the rich, exciting 
sound that is unmistakably all his own. 

Our other guest reflects the finest spirit 
of our great country. Her willingness to ex- 
periment, while maintaining the best of the 
past has helped her sell more than 30 million 
recordings. By combining the mariachi 
sounds of Mexico, big band swing, rock and 
roll, Broadway, and opera, she has won de- 
voted followers everywhere in the music 
world. 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is my pleasure 
to introduce Linda Ronstadt. 


Note: The President spoke at 8 p.m. on the South 
Lawn at the White House. 


Remarks in a Teleconference on 
Kick Butts Day from Woodbridge, 
New Jersey 

May 7, 1996 


[The President’s remarks were joined in 
progress. | 


The President. And we have pro- 
posed an FDA regulation to crack down on— 
|inaudibie|. We've proposed ways to make 
it harder for children and for teenagers to 
buy cigarettes by reducing their access to 
vending machines and free samples. But we 
also need people who are—{inaudible|—be 
more rigorous. We just spoke to three young 
people here who said they had no trouble 
at all buying cigarettes. Two were 16 and one 
was 13, and they said the overall success rate 
was something like 74 percent for the stu- 
dents in the middle and high schools who— 
[inaudible|—to buy cigarettes. So we're 
going to have to work on that. 

I just want to say that I believe that this 
is a problem we can solve if we work to- 


gether, if we see young people like these 
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young people here working with their par- 
ents, their schools, their communities to fight 
against the lure and the availability of smok- 
ing for teenagers. And we're going to do what 
we can at the national level to do our part 
as well. 

Mark Green, I want to especially thank you 
for your role in making today happen and 
for being a critical national hate on this 


issue; for your successful campaign to ban 
cigarette machines in New York City in 1990; 


—— leadership in organizing this national 
e 


ort. You've really been a pioneer, and 
we're very grateful to you. 

And I thought you might like to give a brief 
overview of this day. Can you hear me, Mark? 
We may have lost him. 


[Mark Green, public advocate from New 
York City said that Kick Butts Day is an op- 
portunity for kids to talk back and fight back 
against the tobacco merchants and that it is 
a way to discourage kids from starting to 
smoke. He then described the effectiveness of 
tobacco ads directed at children and praised 
Kick Butts Day as an effort to educate chil- 
dren. | 


The President. Thank you very much, 
Mark. And I want to say again how much 
I appreciate the work you have been doing. 
You have been out there on this issue a long 
time, and I think the country is coming 
around. And I think that the young people 
like those who joined me here today are 
going to play a critical role in helping us to 
defeat this problem. 

I would like to ask Governor Chiles of 
Florida, if he is on the phone, to say a few 
words. He has had a terrific fight in Florida 
in his efforts to protect children from the 
dangers of smoking, and I honor him for his 
courage and his determination not to back 
down in the face of intense pressure. 

Governor Chiles? 


[Governor Lawton Chiles said that he had 
a group of PRIDE children from various 
Florida schools with him. He added that the 
Florida Legislature had not overridden his 
veto and the Florida lawsuit against tobacco 
companies is going forward, adding that 
Florida was going to kill Joe Camel, the char- 
acter used in advertisements by R.J. Reynolds 
Co. The Governor then introduced a student 
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who indicated that smoking is bad for the 
whole body and that the Kick Butts campaign 
is a good thing ] 

The President. Thank you. 

Governor Chiles. Mr. President, Lamont 
and myself and all the kids at Pine View and 
all of our PRIDE young people are just de- 
lighted to have a chance to join with you 
today. 
The President. Thank you Governor. And 
I want to thank that young student. He did 
a terrific job. 

I want to say again to the young people 
who are listening on this call, you can very 
often have a lot more influence on your peers 
than the rest of us can. And I'll keep working 
in Washington to do what we should be doing 
at the national level, but you have to do your 
part in making sure that in your community 
people don’t sell cigarettes to minors, that 
we don’t have an excessive exposure to adver- 
tising directed at young people. And you can 
do it. You can have an impact on your class- 
mates not to start smoking, and we can turn 
this around. 

So if we all work together, we'll be success- 
ful. And again, I want to thank you all for 
being a part of this Kick Butts Day and for 
being a part of a commitment to give your 
generation a healthy and strong future. 

God bless you all, and thank you very 
much. 

Governor Romer, are you on the phone? 

Governor Romer. Yes, I am. 

The President. Would you like to say a 
word about your efforts in Colorado? 


[Governor Roy Romer introduced Colorado, 
California, and Texas students active in the 
antismoking campaign. He then introduced 
a student who had participated in a Butt Out 
Day survey of ional stores in which she found 
tobacco products in the same isle with candy 
and tobacco ads in magazines appealing to 
young people. | 

Governor Romer. Mr. President, thank 
you. I just wanted to give you a report from 
the West. I really appreciate your leadership 
in this effort. 

The President. Thank you. And I want 
to thank Jenna and the other students for 
the work they did on the survey, and for their 
reports. 
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Keep after it. We'll keep working, and 
we'll keep moving forward. I feel very good 
about this. The degree of the intensity that 
so many young people in America feel about 
this issue is the most hopeful thing about it, 
and we just all need to stay in there with 
them and keep working. We can whip this 
thing. 

Thank you all very much, in all the 11 cities 
on the phone, thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke by telephone at 1:25 
p-m. from Woodbridge High School to partici- 

nts across the Nation. In his remarks, he re- 
erred to Ageno Otii, a student at Morey Middle 
School, Denver, CO. Due to telephone difficul- 
ties, the beginning of the President’s remarks 
were inaudible, and a portion of the remarks could 
not be verified because the tape was incomplete. 


Remarks on Kick Butts Day in 
Woodbridge 
May 7, 1996 


Thank you very much. Senator Lauten- 
berg, thank you for your presence here and 
your tireless efforts to help protect young 
people from the dangers of smoking. Mayor 
McGreevey, thank you for your warm wel- 
come and your strong leadership and the 
ro statement that you oe today. I 

ope all of the citizens who elected you were 
listening. And Jennifer Crea, thank you. 
Didn’t she do a terrific job? Let’s give her 
a hand. [Applause] I want to thank Bill Hait 
from the New Jersey Cancer Institute and 
Dave Brown and Harry Carson from the 
New York Giants for appearing here before 
me. I thank your superintendent, Lee Seitz, 
and your principal, Dave Peterson, for mak- 
ing me feel welcome here today. 

I thank the band for being here today. And 
I want to thank Professor John Slade and 
your peer leader, Pam Chesky, and the stu- 
dents who met with me earlier to talk about 
their efforts to stem the tide of teen smoking. 
I want to thank all of you. who came up with 
these signs; they're great. I love this—they’re 
great signs. 

In his absence, I also want to recognize 
one person who is not here, the public advo- 
cate for New York City, Mark Green, who 
came up with the idea for this National Kick 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / May 7 


Butts Day and organized it in cooperation 
with the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids. 
He’s been working on this now for about 6 
years, and I really appreciate his commit- 
ment. 

I want to talk to the young people here 
a little in the beginning about how oa issue 
of young people smoking—or hopefully, 
young people not smoking—fits into my vi- 
sion for your lives. There is a reason that I 
became the first President ever to take on 
this issue, and it’s not a negative reason. It 
is true that previous Presidents have not 
done it, and it may be that the power of the 
lobbies on the other side had something to 
do with that. But I felt that we had no choice. 

The Vice President lost a sister to lung 
cancer at a very early age whom he loved 
very much. My mother, who died of cancer 
at the age of 70, smoked two packs a day 
for most of her life till my 8-year-old daugh- 
ter talked her out of it, much in the same 
way Senator Lautenberg’s daughter talked 
him out of it. But beyond that, I want you 
to understand that we are doing what we’re 
doing because I feel we have no choice, and 
let me explain why. 

I want all the young people here to grow 
up in an America that is stronger and more 
full of opportunity for you than any time in 
our history before. And I believe that in 
order for that to happen it is my responsibil- 
ity, number one, to try to help provide oppor- 
tunities for all those who are willing to work 
for them; number two, to try to help bring 
the American people together so that all this 
diversity—I look out here in this student 
body and I see the face of America—we have 
more racial and ethnic groups represented 
in our great, throbbing, thriving democracy 
than any democracy in human history. And 
if we can prove that we can all work together 
and help each cther and respect each other, 
that will be an enormous asset in the global 
society of the 21st century. 

I want our country to be strong and to 
lead the world for peace and freedom. And 
in order for all that to happen, we've got to 
have strong people. We have to give you the 
tools to make the most of your own lives. 
The first and most important of those is a 
good education. But you also need a clean 
environment and safe streets and commu- 
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nities that work and the opportunity to be 
supported in a strong family. All these things 
require a partnership between people in 
public life and private citizens. 

But none of this will amount to anything— 
not the economic opportunities, not the op- 
portunity for America to come together and 
bridge our differences and be a stronger 
community, not the strength of your country, 
not even the quality of the educational sys- 
tem or the fact that we got the crime rate 
going down and we’re continuing to fight for 
a clean environment—unless you—unless 
you make the decision to make the most of 
your own life. 

And it starts with the decision to respect 
who you are, to respect the resources that 
God gave you, and to make the most of them. 
That’s what this anti-teen smoking campaign 
is all about. We now know what the health 
dangers are. We now know that, advertising 
notwithstanding, it is not a glamorous thing 
to risk your health and your life. 

The students that I just met with from 
Woodbridge showed me an incredible collec- 
tion of tobacco ads and trinkets, T-shirts, hats 
and other give-aways, and tobacco products, 
all of which were found right here in your 
community, and all of which your fellow stu- 
dents thought were enticing young people to 
smoke. Now you've got a group of students 
here and we recently—just before I came 
out, I talked with students in 11 cities 
throughout the country, all of whom are com- 
mitted to turning this around. And I know 
that in many ways the influence of young 
people on their peers is far greater than the 
influence of older people, even the Presi- 
dent—maybe especially the President. 
[Laughter] 

So this is very hopeful. But our administra- 
tion has issued a challenge to people all 
across America and especially to our young 
people to create a groundswell of involve- 
ment to protect our children from the dan- 
gers of tobacco. 

Those of you who are volunteering in this 
effort are collecting information about adver- 
tising and availability of cigarettes, which can 
help to save lives. It can certainly help to 
influence business owners to be more vigilant 
in checking the age of tobacco customers. 
You may even do something like young peo- 
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ple did in Santa Ana, California, when they 
got billboard companies to remove cigarette 
billboards located close to schools, You can 
help encourage people to stay away from to- 
bacco, and you can take on the message of 
the advertising. 

Now, all of these things are profoundly im- 
portant. You've heard all the statistics, but 
let me just tell you the one that grips me 
the most—3,000 people under the age of 18 
start smoking every day, and 1,000 of those 
3,000 will die sooner because of it. Oh, 
maybe they'll die at 60 instead of 65. That 
may seem a long way away to you when 
you're 18—it seems right around the corner 
to me. [Laughter] And those 5 years get a 
lot more important to you as you go along. 
Not only that, you want to be healthy while 
you're living them if you can. 

Now, we can’t control our genetic makeup; 
we can’t control what may happen to us in 
an unfortunate accident. Some of us will, it’s 
terrible to say, may even become victims of 
crime. That is no reason for giving up. We 
should control those things which we can 
control about our lives. Our obligation is to 
live as long and as well as we can, to do as 
much as we can with whatever lot we get 
in life. We should not be self-destructive; we 
should do no harm. 

That’s what this whole thing is about— 
3,000 kids start smoking every day; 1,000 will 
die sooner because of it. All the other facts 
are not nearly as compelling as that. Do you 
want to take a one-in-three chance that 
you're going to shorten your life? 

Let me tell you something. This is hard 
for you to believe, but I can actually remem- 
ber when I was in high school. [Laughter] 
I have never missed one of my high school 
reunions, never, not a one. Every 5 years I 
show up, every 5 years. I have followed the 
lives of my classmates, and I am telling you, 
there are consequences to all the decisions 
we make. 

Your country needs you. We need you to 
be well-educated. We need you to be able 
to raise strong families. We need you to be 
able to raise good kids yourselves. We need 
you to be able to make contributions to com- 
munities like this one. We need you to prove 
all the cynics wrong when they say we can’t 
adjust to this new society in which we're liv- 
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ing, and no country can be a democracy with 
as much diversity as we have. We need you 
for all those reasons. 

But you deserve the life you are going to 
be given. Do not throw it away. One in three 
chance that you will end your life sooner— 
that is a lousy bargain for no benefit. Don’t 
do it. 

I'll tell you something else we know. And 
it’s already been said today, but I want to 
say it again. About 90 percent of all new 
smokers are young people under the age of 
18. Almost a hundred percent of people who 
are actually addicted to smoking start when 
they're under 18. You know, occasionally 
somebody will try it when they're 21 or 22 
or 25. Almost never does anybody become 
a regular, addicted smoker if they don’t start 
when they're young. 

That’s an important thing to know. I want 
to say to all of you, I know you can’t do this 
alone. I’m gratified at the willingness of the 
adults I met today to support you. I’m en- 
couraged by the statements of the political 
leaders here today in support of this endeav- 
or. I know that there are things that we have 
to do as well, but I also want to encourage 
more people in this community to help. Our 
religious institutions, our churches, our syna- 
gogues in America, increasingly our temples 
and our mosques—people imparting values 
to young people to stand up and make the 
most of their own lives and to say no. And 
again I say, we need you young people to 
influence one another. 

We have, as you know, proposed ways to 
crack down on advertising—Senator Lauten- 
berg referred to it—that make—advertising 
that makes young people think smoking is 
cool. Last August, I announced the Food and 
Drug Administration’s proposed regulations 
to make it harder for minors to buy cigarettes 
by reducing their access to vending machines 
and free samples and by limiting ads that ap- 
peal to young people. 

In January we issued the Synar regulation, 
named for the late former Congressman 
from Oklahoma, Mike Synar, to demand that 
in return for the Federal money they get, 
States must do more to enforce their own 
laws. The amazing thing is that it is illegal 
for children to smoke in every State in Amer- 
ica right now, but the laws are not being en- 
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forced. Now we say if you want the Federal 
money, enforce your own laws and do the 
right thing. 

In March of this year we had a meeting 
at the White House with over a hundred 
leaders in the areas of health, religion, sports, 
business, education, and other services to 
children, to highlight what they are now 
doing to help prevent youn ople from 
starting to smoke, and to ie an even 
more intense unified effort. We know busi- 
nesses have a special role, and I want to talk 
about this a moment. Businesses, of course, 
have the legal right to sell cigarettes to adults, 
but they also have a legal and moral respon- 
sibility to prevent the sale to minors. 

I met with a number of your students, as 
I said before. Three of them told me they 
went out to see if they could buy cigarettes. 
Two were 16. One tried 10 times; the other 
tried 5. They were 15 for 15 in buying ciga- 
rettes and not even being carded—15 for 15. 
One was 13, and smiled in a way that said 
“I know I look 13, not 18.” He was 3 for 
8. And none of those 3 people that sold him 
those cigarettes thought he was 18 years of 
age, not a single one. So there’s a responsibil- 
ity on the part of business to do better. 

I was proud to announce at the White 
House in March that the chairman of the 
A&P supermarket chain will recommend to 
his board this summer that the whole chain 
discontinue the use of cigarette vending ma- 
chines by the end of the year. And you may 
have heard that just last week, the 3M Com- 
pany and the Interfaith Center for Corporate 
Responsibility reached an agreement that 
3M would no longer accept tobacco advertis- 
ing for its billboards, and good for them. This 
is the first major national media company to 
take this step. I want to commend Livio 
DeSimone, the chairman and CEO of 3M, 
and Reverend Michael Crosby of the Inter- 
faith Center for this remarkable accompiish- 
ment. 

And finally, I'd like to say something to 
the tobacco companies. Of course, the stu- 
dents have to do their part and ultimately, 
the decision is theirs. Of course, the rest of 
us have to do our part. But you in the tobacco 
business now surely see the clear emerging 
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consensus in America that advertising, bill- 
boards, and promotions should not appeal te 
the children of this country. 

And so I urge you, be responsible. Do not 
stay outside of and apart from this debate. 
Do not engage in practices the American 
people have rejected. Agree to the common- 
sense restrictions proposed by the FDA last 
year on advertising that affects children. Join 
with us. Do the right thing. Don’t do the 
wrong thing. Do the right thing. Do it now 
and help us. Play your role in stopping this 
problem before it starts for millions and mil- 
lions and millions of young Americans. 

I say again to you in closing, the young 
people here in this auditorium and through- 
out this country, those of us who are my age 
and older, we’ve lived most of our lives. 
Whatever happens to us, we probably have 
more yesterdays than tomorrows. This is 
about you. It’s about your future. It’s about 
the kind of America you will live in. It’s the 
kind of America you will leave for your chil- 
dren. We are moving into this era of abso- 
lutely unimaginable possibilities, in which, if 
my generation does its job right, we will leave 
to you more security from being destroyed 
from without, more harmony of people work- 
ing together in this country, and more oppor- 
tunity than any generation of Americans has 
ever known. 

But you have to take advantage of the op- 
portunity. And that means you need a good 
education. It means you're entitled to good 
schools and safe streets and a clean environ- 
ment. But first, it means you have to decide 
to do no harm to yourself. Begin with that. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the gym- 
nasium at Woodbridge High School. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Mayor James E. McGreevey 
of Woodbridge; Jennifer Crea, student, who intro- 
duced the President; William Hait, M.D., direc- 
tor, Cancer Institute of New Jersey; New York 
Giants football player Dave Brown and former 
New York Giants football player Harry Carson; 
and John Slade, professor, Rutgers University 
Medical School. 
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Proclamation 6893—Mother’s Day, 
1996 


May 7, 1996 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


America’s mothers hold a special place in 
our hearts, providing the lessons and care 
that have enabled generations of children to 
embrace the opportunities of this great land. 
They embody the compassion, devotion, and 
energy that have always defined our national 
character, and their daily efforts anchor our 
country’s commitment to the fundamental 
values of respect and tolerance. Mothers im- 
part both the strength that enables us to face 
our challenges and the love that comforts and 
sustains us. 

As we honor our Nation’s mothers for past 
and present accomplishments, we recognize 
that mothers’ roles have changed significantly 
in recent years. Today, mothers are CEOs 
and teachers, physicians and nurses, elected 
officials and PTA presidents, police officers 
and volunteers, homemakers and heads of 
households. Many serve on the front lines 
of the struggle against violence and poverty. 
These women—problem-solvers, caregivers, 
and teachers—are using their talents in every 
sector of our society, helping all Americans 
to look forward with hope and faith in the 
future. 

Mother's Day has long been a welcome 
opportunity to celebrate motherhood and to 
remember our mothers—whether biological, 
foster, or adoptive. To reflect on all we have 
gained from our mothers’ guidance and to 
remember their sacrifices, the Congress, by 
a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38 
Stat. 770), has designated the second Sunday 
in May each year as “Mother’s Day” and re- 
quested the President to call for its appro- 
priate observance. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim May 12, 1996, as Moth- 
er's Day. I urge all Americans to express their 
gratitude for the many contributions made 
by our mothers and to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies, activities, and pro- 


grams. 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of May, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
six, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen- 
tieth. 


William J. Clinton 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 8, 1996] 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 9. 


Remarks at a Democratic Dinner in 
Jersey City, New Jersey 
May 7, 1996 


Thank you very much. Thank you so much. 
Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for the 
warm New Jersey welcome. Whoopie Gold- 
berg, thank you for what you said and what 
you've done and for all the time you have 
given and the time you're willing to give be- 
cause you never forgot where you came from 
and never stopped caring about how other 
people are doing who aren't as fortunate as 
you are. Thank you, and God bless you. 

I want to thank all the dinner Chairs and 
Chairman Fowler and your State chairman, 
Tom Byrne, and my former colleagues, Jim 
Florio and Brendan Byrne, and Peter Duchin 
who've I’ve been enjoying for a year or 2 
now, since I was a younger man. 

I want to say a special word of appreciation 
to Ray Lesniak because it’s his birthday to- 
night, so I know we're all glad—{applause]. 
I want to thank Senator Lautenberg for what 
he said and for what he’s done in Washing- 
ton, for standing up especially for the envi- 
ronment under a period of incredibly intense 
assault from the majority in Congress. [Ap- 
plause| Yes, you ought to clap for him be- 
cause he did that. 

And as he leaves the United States Senate, 
I'd like to thank Senator Bradley for his 18 
years of service to New Jersey and to Amer- 
ica, for many, many years of friendship, coun- 
sel, and advice to me, and for the support 
that he gave this administration in the last 
3% years. I know we all wish him well, and 
we know that the next chapter of his life will 
doubtless be just as exciting as the ones that 
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have gone before. Thank you very much, Bill, 
and God bless you. 

You know, there have been a lot of sort 
of asides tonight about why Congressman 
Torricelli is not here. I think he is here for 
you, because he’s down there voting on 
something you care about. And I have a mes- 
sage for those—if there was some designed 
effort to keep him from coming up here to- 
night, guess what? He’s still going to get the 
contributions, and we still know where he 
is, and we know what’s at stake, and we’re 
going to elect him in November, so it doesn’t 
make any difference. 

One thing you know about Bob Torricelli 
is that he will stand up and fight for you with 
every fiber of his being. He doesn’t do any- 
thing halfway; he is full of passion. He will 
fight for the water you drink, the land you 
live on, the air you breathe, the education 
of your children, the safety of your streets, 
and the example of your country as a beacon 
of freedom and democracy. 

He’s been leading the fight to protect Ster- 
ling Forest here, the watershed for most of 
Northern New Jersey. He wrote a section of 
the Superfund act that is focused on the 
chemical sites that are polluted here, some- 
thing I am determined to see us finish the 
work on and another reason I don’t want to 
see any further attempts to erode our invest- 
ment in environmental protection. Bob 
Torricelli will protect all that. 

So I ask you to do what you can for the 
next 6 months to send Bob Torricelli to the 
United States Senate. Bill Bradley’s shoes 
may be impossible to fill, but the people of 
New Jersey deserve someone fighting for 
them who is on their side and fighting for 
their future, not someone in the grip of an 
ideological theory that will only undermine 
our ability to go forward together. So I ask 
you again, do what you can, send him to the 
Senate. Do what you can for yourselves and 
your children and your future. We need Bob 
Torricelli, and I'm going to depend on you 
to deliver New Jersey for us. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I don’t want to 
keep you a long time tonight, but I want to 
just give a speech that in some ways is not 
particularly political. And after, I’m going to 
ask you to do something that is intensely po- 
litical. Usually these fundraisers—we all 
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know that our political system wouldn’t work 
without them, but a lot of times I think you 
come and go and you have your blood stirred, 
but I wonder if, when you leave, you think 
you have done your part and that’s all there 
is to it. 

I want to talk to you tonight about what 
I believe is really going on in this country 
now, what I think is really at stake in this 
election, and why I hope you believe your 
financial contributions are only the beginning 
of your responsibilities as citizens for the next 
6 months. 

We are clearly living through a time of 
change as profound as any the United States 
has endured in a hundred years in terms of 
the ways we work and live. Every so often 
our country is confronted with huge chal- 
lenges, either to our very existence or at least 
to the ideals with which we started, that all 
of us are created equal and that we have in- 
alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness, and that the Government 
is instituted to promote the general, the com- 
mon welfare. 

We had a lot of trouble getting started in 
working that out. Then we had to fight a 
great Civil War to hold the country together 
and to redeem the promise of equality by 
extending it when it had to be extended. And 
then, 100 years ago, we faced a period of 
change rather like today, when we moved 
from the farm to the factory, from the coun- 
try to the city. There were vast new opportu- 
nities, but there was a lot of uprooting; a lot 
of people’s lives were dislocated. And the 
progressive era began, with Theodore Roo- 
sevelt and Woodrow Wilson saying that the 

wer of the United States Government 
should be used to curb the abuses of that 
era and to make sure its benefits could be 
extended to all Americans. 

They had the antitrust laws, the child laws, 
the environment protection laws, all de- 
signed to let us have the benefits of the new 
industrial age without being broken by it, 
without having our identity as a nation, our 
character as a people, our ideals as expressed 
in the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution savaged. That’s what it was all 


about. 


And then we underwent the Depression 
and World War II, and President Roosevelt 
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and the Congress and the leaders of that time 
had to, first of all, defeat the opponents of 
freedom who would have killed our way of 
life beyond our borders and rally the Amer- 
ican people to overcome that profound De- 
pression and find a way to build a safety net 
under this country so that we could manage 
our economy in ways that didn’t permit it 
to crash again and break the lives of so many 
millions of people. 

Then we had to gird ourselves for the cold 
war, which we did, and wait for our victory 
to come, because communism was always 
founded on a total misunderstanding of 
human nature and the human condition. 

Now we are going through another period 
of change—economic and social change and 
the way we relate to the rest of the world, 
sort of like what happened 100 years ago. 
Now we've moved from a cold war world to 
a global society, not just a global economy. 
Now we've moved from an industrial age to 
one in which all work is dominated by infor- 
mation and technology and has vast ramifica- 
tions which New Jersey has felt for the orga- 
nization of work: Big companies dramatically 
downsizing; new companies starting at a 
rapid rate; a lot of people doing exceedingly 
well, other people fete behind, other people 
feeling uncertain about their future. 

When I ran for President in 1992, I got 
into that race because I was convinced we 
could no longer just sit by and let it happen, 
that we des. an aggressive response. And 
I said then what I repeat to you now: I still 
believe our vision for the future should be 
animated by three things: 

One, the desire to give the American 
dream of opportunity to every person in this 
country without regard to their race, their 
gender, their station in life, where they live 
and what they're up against. That ought to 
be the first thing. 

Two, the understanding that we cannot 
achieve that in the world in which we are 
living unless we find a way to come together 
to respect our diversity, to bridge all those 
gaps of race and religion and region and eth- 
nicity. This country now has, more or less, 
200 different racial and ethnic groups. It’s 
an astonishing thing that we can find ways 
to come together around our core values and 
our respect for one another's differences. 
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And I am sick and tired of seeing elections 
used as wedges to divide people one from 
another, to try to get people who are in the 
majority to look down on those who aren't, 
and then hope we can pick up the pieces 
after the election. We should be uniting the 
American people and going forward to- 
gether. 

And the third thing we have to do is con- 
tinue to be the world’s greatest force for 
peace and freedom and prosperity. And as 
I have said many times, that sounds great 
and everybody is for that in general, but often 
in particular they’re not. 

When I took the action I did in Haiti and 
Bosnia, in becoming the first President to try 
to do something in Northern Ireland, all of 
the things we have done in the Middle East, 
what all the polls said was the most unpopu- 
lar decision of my administration, trying to 
keep Mexico from collapsing, everything I 
did, I did because I know that our country 
has got to try to be the world’s greatest 
source of energy for peace and freedom and 
prosperity, and because I know that 20 years 
from now we can be the strongest country 
in the world, but others will grow stronger, 
and we have to work with Russia, we have 
to work with China, we have to work with . 
a uniting Europe, we have to work with 
emerging countries, to have them define 
their greatness in a way that helps us all to 
go forward in peace and prosperity. 

How will these other countries define their 
greatness? Will it be as we do, by how well 
they educate their people and what their eco- 
nomic achievements are and what their cul- 
tural achievements are and whether they can 
help their less fortunate neighbors? Or will 
it be by whether they can bully people just 
because they are smaller than they are? This 
a big issue. We cannot walk away from this. 
You cannot live in the world we are going 
toward and pretend to stay within your own 
borders. 

So that’s what I tried to do in 1992. And 
ever since I have been in this office, every- 
thing I have done can be explained in terms 
of either trying to create opportunity or to 
bring us together around our basic values and 
respecting our diversity or maintaining our 
leadership for peace and freedom. And you 
heard Senator Lautenberg talking about it. 
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It is true that we are better off today than 
we were 4 years ago, 8% million jobs better 
off. The deficit is less than half of what it 
was. The crime rate is down. The welfare 
rolls are down. We are moving in the right 
direction. That is true. 

It is also true that there are a lot of chal- 
lenges out there. In the economic arena, we 
have at least three big challenges, don’t we? 
In New Jersey, you know what one of them 
is. We have to figure out what to do about 
all these people who get downsized from big 
companies, but who still have a lot of good 
years left. And we’re working on that. In the 
next few days, I’m going to have a lot of com- 
panies in the country come in, and we're 
going to highlight the companies that have 
been able to avoid that and have been able 
to do things that really help their employees 
if they have to leave. 

We have got to find a way, secondly, to 
give all of our working people a greater sense 
of economic security. I have heard Senator 
Bradley talk about this. If you can’t guarantee 
somebody the same job with the same com- 
pany for a lifetime, then they have to know 
if they work hard and play by the rules, they 
will always be able to get new training for 
new work, they will always have access to 
health care, and they will always be able to 
have a pension they can carry around with 
them, even if they change jobs. They have 
to be able to know that. 

And lastly, we have to remember that here 
in Néw Jersey and throughout this country, 
in spite of the 8’ million jobs, there are vast 
expanses within our inner cities and in our 
rural areas that have not felt any new invest- 
ment opportunity. And don’t kid yourself, 
when you have new jobs and growth, you also 
drive down the welfare rolls, you drive down 
the crime rate, you drive down the despair 
that people feel. So we have to find a way 
to bring free enterprise back to the inner 
cities and back to the rural areas of America. 
I know we can do it. If we can do it for other 
countries, we can do it for our own. 

If you look at this great country of ours, 
and you ask, how can we come together in- 
stead of be driven apart, you have to start 
with our basic values. We need to build up 
families and the integrity and strength of 


childrearing, not tear it down. That’s why I’ve 
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said many times, I’m all for welfare reform 
that’s tough on work if people can work, but 
I don’t want to hurt the children. We should 
be supportive of good parenting and work. 
All of us try to succeed as workers and par- 
ents. That’s what we should want poor people 
to do, too. Everybody should be able to suc- 
ceed in that way. That should be our goal. 

We have to create an educational system 
that gives everybody genuine opportunity. 
And that means, among other things, what 
I was doing here in New Jersey a couple of 
weeks ago, which is ensuring that we hook 
up every classroom and every library, even 
in the poorest schools in America, to the In- 
formation Superhighway in the next 4 years. 
We can do that, and we can revolutionize 
education if we do it. 

We have got to continue our work to lower 
the crime rate by having more police on the 
street, more prevention strategies, being 
tough in keeping the assault weapons ban in 
the Brady bill and not giving them up, and 
by actually doing something to give our 
young people something to say yes to as well 
as something to say no to. We can bring the 
crime rate down; we can make our streets 
safe again; we can make our neighborhoods 
whole again. We know how to do it. The 
question is whether we will. 

We have to continue this fight to protect 
the environment. It is woefully short-sighted 
to believe that we can walk away from our 
obligations to clean up the messes we've 
made and protect ourselves from making fur- 
ther ones and gain anything economically by 
it. Yes, we have to find smarter ways to do 
it. Our administration has worked hard to 
find ways to grow the economy and clean 
the environment. But if we walk away from 
that, we will not go into the 21st century as 
a country that is stronger with stronger fami- 
lies and stronger communities and a stronger 
future. All of these things we must do. 

We have to keep working and reaching out 
to the rest of the world, even when it’s frus- 
trating, when there are no easy answers. And 
to do it, we have to have an idea of Govern- 
ment that is fundamentally different from 
that embraced by the congressional majority. 
If you listen to them, what they say is: Gov- 
ernment is the source of all of our problems; 
this new world is going to be so wonderful; 
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if we could just get Government out of the 
way, all of our problems would be solved. 

What we need is empowerment defined 
as more choice and freedom from Govern- 
ment. If you listen to our crowd, what do 
we say? We're not for big Government any- 
more where it’s not necessary. Just remem- 
ber, folks, when election time comes, they 
bad-mouth the Government, but we’re the 
ones that reduced it. It’s 240,000 smaller 
today than it was the day I became President. 

But we did it in a way that treated those 
Federal workers with dignity. We gave them 
generous early retirement packages and sev- 
erance packages and time to find other jobs. 
And we didn’t try to make some big thing 
out of it. We just did it because it needed 
to be done. But we believe that there is a 
different sort of empowerment. We believe 
that real opportunity means not only choice 
but the ability to exercise the choice. 

You remember the great French writer, 
Anatole France, said the rich and poor are 
equally free to sleep under the bridge at 
night. Now, that’s what choice is without the 
capacity to exercise it. We believe our job 
in Washington is to give people the ability 
to make the most of their own lives as indi- 
viduals, workers, as citizens, in families, in 
communities, and as citizens of this great Na- 
tion. That’s what we believe. The power to 
make the most of their own lives. We cannot 
guarantee results for people, but if we don’t 
make sure everybody has got a chance to do 
the most that they can with their lives and 
live out their dreams, this country will never 
be what it ought to be in the 21st century. 
That is the main choice you face in 1996. 

And let me say, in terms of the election, 
why you have to work at it. This is a com- 
plicated time. There is a lot of kind of para- 
dox out there. And you have to talk to people 
about what the nature of this time is, what 
the nature of this period of change is, and 
what should we be doing. And every one of 
you who can afford to be here tonight has 
a voice, a mind, a spirit, that can be brought 
to bear on your friends and neighbors. And 
you need to take this opportunity to use this 
election as elections should always be used, 
as a genuine educational opportunity to learn 
about where we are. And every question then 
becomes: How do we do this in a way that 
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gives everybody a chance to make the most 
of their own lives? How do we do this in 
a way that brings the American people to- 
gether and doesn’t divide them? How do we 
do this in a way that maintains our leadership 
in the world for peace and freedom? 

So it is not a question of whether we bal- 
ance the budget. We have reduced the deficit 
more than our predecessors. The question 
is, how we balance the budget, not whether 
we do it. So in every case, I ask you to think 
about this. And you’re quite fortunate now, 
you don’t have to guess. You don’t have to 
guess. You know what the choices are. You 
can look at the budget of 1995, which I ve- 
toed, at the environmental initiatives, at the 
differences between us. And you don’t have 
to guess. 

Who is right about family and medical 
leave? Were we right to say that you 
shouldn’t lose your job if you’ve got to take 
a little time off when a baby is born or a 
parent is sick or a child is in the hospital? 
Or were they? We said yes, and they said 
no. We now have gotten a bipartisan study 
of the family and medical leave law that says 
one in six American workers covered by the 
law have taken advantage of it, and about 
90 percent of the businesses say it didn’t cost 
them any money to comply and didn’t cause 
them any problems. I think that’s what we’re 
about. 

All we did was to empower people to suc- 
ceed at work and at home. That’s what we 
should be doing. I think we were right. Were 
we right? Were we right to fight for the 
100,000 police and the assault weapons ban 
and the Brady bill? Were we right? I believe 
we were. 

All I know is that the crime rate is down 
all across America now for 3 or 4 years in 
a row because of more police and prevention. 
All I know is that no lawful hunter has lost 
his or her weapon, but there are 60,000 peo- 
ple who did lose their weapons, the 60,000 
people with criminal records who tried to 
buy a handgun and couldn’t do it because 
of the Brady bill in the last year and a half. 

Were we right to fight for national service, 
to give people a chance to serve their com- 
oe solve the problems, work with peo- 
ple of different backgrounds and earn some 


money to go to college, or were they right 
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to say that’s a luxury we can’t afford? Were 
we right to change the student loan laws so 
that more people could borrow money to go 
to college on better terms and pay it back 
as a percentage of their income so that if 
you have a high tuition cost but you want 
to be a schoolteacher, a police officer, a 
nurse, or somebody else doing public service 
and you know you're not going to be rich, 
you still can always borrow the money to go 
to college, and you can still always pay it 
back? I believe we were right about that. 

And in every case, there was no big Gov- 
ernment guarantee. All we were trying to do 
was to give people the means to make the 
most of their own lives, to seize the American 
dream, to come together instead of being di- 
vided, to stand up for the things we believe 
in around the world.. That’s all we did, and 
it makes all the difference. 

So I say to you this is not like 1992 when 
the question was the status quo or change. 
There is no status quo option. There are two 
very different views of change. They can be 
well-known and completely understood. The 
question is: Which road will you walk into 
the 21st century? And I tell you, I see pic- 
tures in my mind all the time that give me 
the answer. 

The other day I was at Eastern High 
School in Washington, DC, where all of the 
students are African-American except the 
Russian exchange students, a program you've 
done a lot of work on. There they were, 
reaching for unity over diversity. There they 
were, struggling to come out of poverty. 
There they were, asking not for a guarantee, 
but just for a good education and a chance 
at the American dream. And if I’ve got any- 
thing to do about it, they're going to get it. 
That’s what they're going to get. 

I got two letters from two married couples 
I got to know not very long ago, because they 
had desperately sick children. I know as the 
father of only one child, there must be no 
greater pain in the world than having a child 
die before you do. And both these couples 
lost their children, but they got to be good 
parents because of the family and medical 
leave law that they helped us fight for. I think 
we were right, and i think that’s the kind 
of change we want. 
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I got a letter that I signed today back to 
a man who is now in his mid-sixties who lost 
a job 4 years ago at an aerospace plant, didn’t 
know where to turn. But he wrote us, and 
because we found him the kind of training 
program that others are trying to eliminate, 
that man started his life over again in his 
early sixties and is working again and has dig- 
nity and is supporting himself and his family. 
That’s what I ae we ought to be doing. 

This is not complicated. It is not about big 
Government programs. It is not about yester- 
day’s ideas. This is about which road we will 
walk into the future. It is about whether we 
will walk it together. 

Today in Woodbridge, basically your 
good—anybody here from there? I was over 
there today at the high school. We were at 
the high school, Senator Lautenberg talked 
about it. We did this anti-smoking program. 
And I was talking to the mayor on the way 
in about what kind of community it was. He 
said, it’s sort of a standard New Jersey blue- 
collar community, and it was. It was, except 
they had not only Christians and Jews among 
the student body, they had Hindus and Mus- 
lims among the student body, even there. 

America is changing. I’m telling you, this 
business of trying to drive a stake between 
people in this country based on their race, 
their ethnic background, or their religion has 
got to stop. We have got to stop it. We have 
got to stop it. Now, you don’t have to guess 
about this, look around the rest of the world. 
Which road do you want to walk into the 
future? And I know that either I or my suc- 
cessors will make some mistakes in our judg- 
ments about what the United States should 
do around the world. But basically, it is right 
for us to continue to reach out to other coun- 
tries. It is right for us to support peace and 
freedom and to try to expand our own pros- 
perity by expanding that of others. 

It is right for us to be partners with other 
countries, even when we're tired and we 
want to lay our burdens down, because it’s 
the only way to fight terrorism, the only way 
to fight drug-dealing, the only way to fight 
organized crime; it is right to do that. So you 
get to decide about that, which road will you 
walk into the future. 

And I want to ask you when you leave here 
tonight to think about what else you can do 
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for the next 6 months. I appreciate the 
money you've given Bob Torricelli and the 
Democratic Party and our efforts. I am grate- 
ful for that. But it is not enough, because 
the American people are trying to get a grip 
on this period of change. They're trying to 
understand what’s going on, and you can 
help. 

And it’s exciting. You should feel privi- 
leged to live in time. Believe me, there’s a 
lot more good than bad in it. Believe me, 
if we do the right things, the children that 
are here in this audience will have the oppor- 
tunity to live out their dreams more than any 
previous generation of Americans ever has. 
You should be happy and proud to have the 
responsibility of citizenship at this time. 

And so I ask you as you leave tonight to 
think about it: What do you want America 
to look like for your children and grand- 
children, and what are you willing to do to 
make it happen? And what do we have to 
do in Washington to help everybody have 
their chance at the American dream in a 
country that’s going forward together? That 
is what is at stake. 

1 think I know what road the American 
people will walk into the future if they under- 
stand what the choices are. You must help 
your fellow Americans understand the 
choices. 


Thank you, God bless you, and goodnight. 


Nore: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. in the 
Old Central New Jersey Railroad Terminal at Lib- 
erty State Park. In his remarks, he referred to 
comedian Whoopie Goldberg; former Governors 
Jim Florio and Brendan Byrne; jazz musician 
Peter Duchin; and Raymond J. Lesniak, chairman 
Clinton-Gore Campaign Committee, New Jersey. 


Remarks on the Legislative Agenda 
and an Exchange With Reporters 
May 8, 1996 


Legislative Agenda 

The President. Good afternoon. Today I 
want to make a brief statement about the 
work that Congress and I can do together 
in the next 90 days. The next 3 months can 
be a time when we sign into law measures 
that will truly help us to meet our challenges, 
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protect our values, and move our country for- 
ward together. 

But right now, Congress is facing a logjam. 
The Democrats and I believe we must raise 
the minimum wage, which is nearing a 40- 
year low. The Republicans want a temporary 
reduction in the gas tax. There’s ahem 
fair way to break this logjam. Congress 
should pass the minimum wage increase 
clean, and if Republicans want a temporary 
reduction in the gas tax, then Congress 
should pass that clean. That is how we can 
break the | logjam and then get on with the 
other crucial work at hand. 

There’s still time for us to balance the 
budget while protecting our basic values. We 
can reform welfare, cut taxes, double the size 
of our border patrol, and make sure our peo- 
ple are able to keep their health insurance 
if they change jobs or if someone in the fam- 
ily gets sick. All this legislation is ready to 
go right now. Much of it passed with broad 
support and by large margins. All Congress 
has to do is send it to me, and we'll be in 
business. But Congress must send it to me 
clean. 

I’m very concerned by reports that some 
Republicans in Congress want to ruin these 
good, bipartisan bills by attaching to them 
bad proposals that shouldn’t be there in the 
first place. They want to load the bills up 
with poison pills, measures the Republicans 
are inserting in the legislation to make sure 
I will veto it, so they can pretend it’s not 
just the poison pill I’m against, but the bill 
itself. 

For example, they know I would sign a 
welfare reform bill if they sent it to me by 
itself. But they're determined to link welfare 
reform to Medicaid changes that cut cov- 
erage to children, to pregnant women, to the 
elderly, and to families with children with 
disabilities. Or they link it to a tax increase 
on working people by cutting the earned-in- 
come tax credit. 

They do that in hopes of provoking a veto, 
so they can run negative ads in the fall accus- 
ing me of being against welfare reform. 
That’s what I mean by poison pill. It may 
be good politics, but it’s not good for the 
American people. 

So I urge Senator Dole and Speaker Ging- 
rich and the Republicans in Congress: Keep 
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the legislation free of poison pills. I say to 
Republicans in Congress: Work with me to 
pass welfare reform, a balanced budget, a tax 
cut, an increase in the minimum wage, health 
care and immigration reform, without insert- 
ing deadly, ——_ provisions. Join me in 
3 months of progress, not 3 months of par- 
tisanship. 

Let me be clear. If we want a balanced 
budget, pass it without the poison pill of cut- 
ting education or the environment. If we 
want welfare reform, pass it without the poi- 
son pill of cutting the earned-income tax 
credit and thereby raising taxes on working 
families, without the poison pill of ending 
guaranteed Medicaid coverage for poor chil- 
dren, pregnant women, the elderly, or fami- 
lies with children with disabilities. If we want 
health insurance reform, leave out the poison 
pill of nationwide, unrestricted, permanent 
medical savings accounts. If we want to raise 
the minimum wage, do it without the poison 
pill of undermining workers’ rights. If we 
want immigration reform, pass it without the 
poison pill that slams shut the schoolhouse 
door in the face of innocent children. 

Finally, I ask the Republicans in Congress 
to consider something else. This is the first 
time your party has controlled both Houses 
of Congress at the same time since 1954. 
What is the record you will present to the 
American people and leave for history? 
When you have worked with me in a biparti- 
san fashion, we have done positive things for 
the American people: a fine telecommuni- 
cations bill; tough anti-terrorism legislation; 
honest lobbying reform; a budget that gives 
our country its 4th straight year of deficit re- 
duction while protecting education, the envi- 
ronment, soa and Medicaid. Will this 
be the record we build on, or will you go 
your own way again, leaving the American 
people with a memory of extremism, dead- 
lock, and Government shutdowns? 

It’s no secret to anybody that this is an 
election year, but there will be plenty of time 
for all the politics in the world after we do 
the work we were sent here to do. So let 
us treat these next 3 months as the end of 
the legislative session and not as the begin- 
ning of the election season. 

Senator Dole and Speaker Gingrich and 
the Republicans in Congress, I ask you to 
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abandon the strategy of veto in favor of mak- 
ing this a season of progress. 


Gas Tax 


Q. Now, you know that your statement will 
be taken as a very political one, but are you 
really saying that you will sign a bill to repeal 
the tax cut if it doesn’t have the minimum 
wage, or will you veto it otherwise? 

The President. What I’m saying is that 
we have a logjam here. I believe the price 
of fuel oll ans down, and I believe it 
will come down. The price of oil has dropped 
about $3 a barrel since I announced the mod- 
est release from the petroleum reserve and 
the Energy Department announced its ac- 
tions, and then, independently, the Justice 
Department announced its actions. There is 
still some backlog in the refinery capacity, 
and that’s going to take some time for it to 
manifest itself in prices at the pump. 

But if they want a temporary reduction in 
the gas tax, the way to do it is to end the 
logjam, give us a clean vote on the minimum 
wage increase. We should increase the mini- 
mum wage and pass their temporary reduc- 
tion of the gas tax. But you know, raising the 
minimum wage is very important to a lot of 
us and, more importantly, it’s very important 
to millions and millions of working Ameri- 
cans. 

And we have got a logjam here, so I have 
once again come forward and said, “Okay, 
I’m willing to do my part to break the logjam. 
Let’s do both.” And that’s the right thing to 
do. 


1996 Election 


Q. You seem to be asking the Republicans 
to put aside politics for 3 months. Will you 
ask the Democratic National Committee not 
to run the highly negative ads against Senator 
Dole that it has been running, and say that 
no Clinton/Gore money will be spent on 
these types of negative ads? 

The President. Well, first of all, I’m not 
asking the Republican Committee or Senator 
Dole to refrain from politics. I’m not asking 
him not to make his speeches. I’m not asking 
him to refrain from differentiating himself 
from me. I’m not asking them to refrain from 
raising and spending money any way they 
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choose, although I do think we should pass 


a campaign finance reform bill. 

So I’m not asking them to do that. They 
may do whatever they choose. All I’m saying 
is, when we have worked together in a bipar- 
tisan fashion, we've gotten progress. We now 
have huge, broad areas of agreement here. 
And I have never let the areas of this agree- 
ment affect my willingness to work with them 
to achieve agreement. And that’s all I’m ask- 
ing. I'm asking them to take the same posi- 
tion. 


Q. Mr. President, I’m not sure we got an 
answer to Helen’s [Helen Thomas, United 
Press International] first question, and that 
is, would you sign a a of the gas tax if 
there were no increase in the minimum 
wage? And aren't you just doing the same 
kind of linkage that you have said Repub- 
licans shouldn't do all along, even as far back 
as the Government shutdowns are con- 
cerned? 

The President. No, because what they're 
doing here is refusing even to give us a vote. 
And Senator Dole has refused even to give 
a vote on raising the minimum wage, or he 
wants to put this poison pill in it that will 
undermine workers’ rights. 

So the Democrats in the Senate are quite 
united. They have never been treated like 
this before, and they did not treat the Repub- 
licans like this before. And they have not 
abused the filibuster in their minority posi- 
tion the way the Republicans did for 2 years 
solid in 1993 and 1994. They have not done 
any of that. But they're saying they are sick 
and tired of seeing the millions and millions 
of American working families get the shaft 
from a refusal to even schedule a vote. 

So what I’m saying is, we've got a logjam 
in the Congress. The two parties are at log- 
oma and I’m offering a way to fix the 
ogjam. And that’s the way to do it. Let's just 
vote on both of them clean. 

Q. First, would you, in fact, sign the gas 
tax bill? And secondly, if the minimum wage 
measure is as important to you and your party 
as you say it is, why did you and your party 
not propose it when you had control of the 
Congress? 
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The President. The reason we didn’t is 
that in the first year—let me just say, I have 
always been on record in favor of minimum 
wage increases that more or less keep up with 
inflation. But in the very first year, keep in 
mind what I did, we doubled the earned- 
income tax credit and made it refundable and 
basically put ourselves on a track where we're 
going to take working families with children 
out of poverty. 

But meanwhile, when it became apparent 
to me that the minimum wage was dropping 
to a 40-year low, it was obvious we had to 
increase it. And I had no reason to believe 
that this would be a bi isan issue. I 
mean, even Republicans E been willing in 
the past to vote for a minimum wage in- 
crease; it was only when they got into the 
majority that they decided it was a terrible 
idea. And so I had no reason to believe that 
they wouldn’t. We did the first things first: 
We doubled the earned-income tax credit 
first, and then I asked for an increase in the 
minimum wage. 

Now, I believe that we can still get this 
done—you know, the last time we voted on 
a minimum wage, there was a Republican 
President, and a lot of Republican Members 
of Congress voted for it. I don’t know why 
they have all suddenly decided it’s a terrible 
thing to do. 

Q. Will you sign the gas tax? 

The President. I have told you what my 
position is. There is a logjam in the Congress. 
The Senators have made it clear that they 
want to vote on both of them, the Demo- 
cratic Senators have. They are now using the 
filibuster in the way the Republicans repeat- 
edly used it in 1993 and 1994. I am offering 
a way to break the logjam. I will be glad to 
sign both bills. They ought to vote them out 
clean. At least they should give us a clean 
vote on the minimum wage. That’s what I 


think should be done. 


Medicare and Medicaid 


Q. Mr. President, your most recent Clin- 
ton/Gore campaign commercials still speak 
about Republican cuts in Medicare and Med- 
icaid. Speaker Gingrich points out repeatedly 
that these aren’t cuts in Medicare or Medic- 
aid; these are simply cuts in the projected 


growth of Medicare and Medicaid, which you 
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in your own 7-year balanced budget proposal 
similarly propose. 

Are you prepared now to stop calling the 
Republican savings in Medicare and Medic- 
aid cuts? 

The President. Let me say this, are you 
prepared to stop it? Are you prepared to stop 
it? When I came to Washington I was 
amazed when I proposed budgets, that that 
was the language that was used. The press 
used it. We all learned to use it from the 
press. I have seen repeated—years and years 
of articles saying, cuts in this, cuts in that, 
cuts in the other thing. 

And the question is, if you cut below the 
rate of inflation plus growth, is that a cut? 
I think it is. Should we say, a proposed cut? 
If you have 27 seconds to talk to the Amer- 
ican people, how long does it take to say, 
“a proposed cut in the rate of increase but 
a real cut if it is less than the rate of increase 
plus growth”? 

Now, keep in mind, this language has been 
used around Washington, not simply by poli- 
ticians, but by others for a very long time. 
Most average Americans believe that it 
amounts to a cut in Medicare if they're being 
asked—if they're living on $20,000 and 
they're being asked to pay higher premiums 
for the same thing they got last year, particu- 
larly if the premiums go up more than the 
rate of inflation. 

So if there’s going to be a change in the 
language, we ought to all get together and 
agree on what the language is. The language 
I am using, sir, is no different from the lan- 
guage the Republicans used when discussing 
defense all those years and no different than 
the press used on a regular basis when I ar- 
rived here. So maybe we should try to find 
some new language, but it ill becomes the 
Speaker to say when I—you go back and you 
could probably find reams and reams and 
reams of speeches that he’s given about de- 
fense and other issues, talking about cuts that 
weren't cuts; they were cuts in the rate of 
increase. 

So we'll just—I’m trying to be straight with 
the American people. And the truth is that 
the Republicans wanted to reduce the rate 
of investment in Medicare and Medicaid— 
we talked about this in this room many 
times—to a level that was completely 
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unsustainable when we started this budget 
process, and that was going to impose signifi- 
cant and unjustifiable burdens on middle 
class families, working families, the old, the 
young, families with children with disabil- 
ities. And I still believe that what they're try- 
ing to do is not advisable, but we are much 
closer than we used to be. 

The real answer is, they left these budget 
negotiations at the start of their primary sea- 
son. We were very close together. We were 
closer together than was ever reported in the 
press. Why don’t they want to come back and 
sit down and work together and come up 
with a balanced budget? Once we have an 
agreed-upon balanced budget, nobody will 
ever be debating this again. Everybody 
knows we have to have savings in the pro- 
jected levels of spending in Medicare and 
Medicaid. The question is, is what they are 
trying to do good for Medicare and Medic- 
aid? I don’t believe it is. 

And they have—I would remind you that 
they now have a budget which acknowl- 
edges—they now have a budget which ac- 
knowledges that their earlier levels of spend- 
ing were too low. They do. They have aban- 
doned their first budget already. 


Legislative Agenda 

Q. Mr. President, if you get an immigra- 
tion reform bill that forbids education to the 
sons of illegal immigrants, would you veto 
it? 

The President. Well, | am opposed to 
that, as you know. And so far, it’s not in the 
Senate bill. So we’re trying to keep it out 
of the final bill, and I will do everything I 
can to keep it out. 

Q. To answer Terry's [Terence Hunt, As- 
sociated Press] question, beyond language 
and beyond your suggestion to break the log- 
jam, having just last night talked about the 
forces dividing society, how will we see a 
change in you to usher in this new era of 
cooperation you seem to be suggesting 
today? 

The President. First of all, you haven't 
heard me up there condemning the Speaker 
and Senator Dole in the kind of intense per- 
sonal terms that they have used. You haven't 
heard that. You have never heard me doing 
that. Secondly, I have—I did not end these 





814 


budget negotiations. They did. Thirdly, 
whenever we sign—whenever I sign legisla- 
tion that has bipartisan support, I always give 
them credit for the work they do for America. 

Now, I am not going to hide my dif- 
ferences from them from the American peo- 
ple, and I have never asked them to hide 
their differences from me from the American 
people. I don’t ask Senator Dole to suspend 
his campaign or, you know, I don’t ask him 
to stop doing—going around saying I was 
wrong when I fought for the Family and 
Medical Leave Act, which he says all the 
time, that I was wrong when I stood up for 
the assault weapons ban or the Brady bill, 
and he led the opposition to it. I don’t ask 
him to stop that. 

All I’m saying is, we’re supposed to show 
up for work here every day. And we were 
closer than was even reported in the press 
in the budget negotiations. Now they are 
adopting a strategy to say that “we're going 
to use the lawmaking process of the United 
States to force the President to veto bills 
where the main subject of the bill he is really 
for, because we would rather have the 
veto”—and I think that’s wrong—or, “we're 
not going to permit people to get an increase 
in the minimum wage. We actually want the 
minimum wage to fall to a 40-year low.” 
That’s what they said. 

So if the Democrats in the Senate are 
going to one time use the filibuster position 
they have, which the Republicans used over 
and over and over and over again in "93 and 
94, to an extent never before seen in modern 
history, more than had ever been done be- 
fore—if they're going to do that, to demand 
a vote on the minimum wage, I have come 
here today not to play politics with them but 
to say, here is a way to balance the logjam. 
Let’s have a clean vote on the temporary re- 
duction in the gas tax. Let’s have a clean vote 
on the minimum wage. Do that. It is the right 
thing to do. It’s the right thing for America 
to do. 

Thank you. 


Nore: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in the 
Briefing Room at the White House. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 
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Executive Order 13001— 
Establishing an Emergency Board To 
Investigate a Dispute Between 
Certain Railroads Represented by 
the National Railway Labor 
Conference and Their Employees 
Represented by the Transportation 
Communications International 
Union 

May 8, 1996 


A dispute exists between certain railroads 
represented by the National Railway Labor 
Conference and their employees represented 
by the Transportation Communications 
International Union. The railroads involved 
in this dispute are designated on the attached 
list, which is made a part of this order. 

This dispute has not heretofore been ad- 
justed ie the provisions of the Railway 
Labor Act, as amended (45 U.S.C. 151 et 
seq.) (the “Act”). 

In the judgment of the National Mediation 
Board, this dispute threatens substantially to 
interrupt interstate commerce to a degree 
that would deprive a section of the country 
of essential transportation service. 

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested 
in me as President by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, including sec- 
tion 10 of the Act (45 U.S.C. 160), it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Establishment of Emergency 
Board (“Board”). There is established effec- 
tive May 8, 1996, a Board of three members 
to be appointed by the President to inves- 
tigate the dispute. No member shall be pecu- 
niarily or otherwise interested in any organi- 
zation of railroad employees or any railroad 
carrier. The Board shall perform its functions 
subject to the availability of funds. 

Sec. 2. Report. The Board shall report to 
the President with respect to the dispute 
within 30 days of its creation. 

Sec. 3. Maintaining Conditions. As pro- 
vided by section 10 of the Act, from the date 
of the creation of the Board and for 30 days 
after the Board has made its report to the 
President, no change, except by agreement 
of the parties shall be made by the railroads 
or the employees in the conditions out of 
which the dispute arose. 
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Sec. 4. Records Maintenance. The records 
and files of the Board are records of the Of- 
fice of the President and upon the Board’s 
termination shall be maintained in the phys- 
ical custody of the National Mediation Board. 

Sec. 5. Expiration. The Board shall termi- 
nate upon the submission of the report pro- 
vided for in sections 2 and 3 of this order. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
May 8, 1996. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 9, 1996] 


Note: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on May 10. 


Remarks at a Democratic National 
Committee Dinner 


May 8, 1996 


Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr. 
Vice President. You may have held your 
humor in check tonight, but you don’t ever 
hold anything back from America every day 
in your job. The American people will never 
really know—at least, until I write my mem- 
oirs—all the magnificent things Al Gore has 
done as Vice President. But I’m telling you, 
we should all be very grateful to him, and 
I appreciate it. Thank you. 

I want to thank Tipper for so many things. 
For making me more sensitive to the whole 
issue of mental health; for making me see 
the world in a different and deeper way, 
through the lens of her camera; and for shar- 
ing my birthday and all those crazy character- 
istics we Leos have. [Laughter] You know, 
there comes a time when the four of us are 
out at 12:30 in the morning on Saturday 
evening, I don’t want to talk about public 
policy anymore—{laughter|—so we just let 
Al and Hillary go on their way and we talk 
about music or something. 

I want to thank Don Fowler and Chris 
Dodd for the incredible labor of love and 
effort they have exerted, and all of those who 
work with them—Marvin Rosen and the oth- 
ers who have raised so much of the funds, 
and Terry McAuliffe and those who have 
helped our campaign. I thank thei all so 


much. 
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I want to thank Dan and Beth and the 
other cochairs, and all the committee who 
worked so hard tonight. And I’m very grate- 
ful to Stevie Wonder and to Robin Williams 
for not only adding a little glamour but add- 
ing a little depth to our life in their songs 
and in their Lama They made us think 
about what’s really important in life and 
what’s really important in public life. I thank 
them especially for honoring our friend, Ron 
Brown. As I said when I spoke at his memo- 
rial service, I probably wouldn’t be here if 
it weren't for Ron Brown, and I’m glad we 
could be here for him tonight. And thank 
you, Alma, for being here with us. 

I want to thank the host and chairman of 
this dinner, Peter Knight, who has—if you 
want to clap for him after what he has done 
to you for months, I think that is a wonderful 
thing. [Applause] Any man who can pick your 
pocket and still win your applause—{laugh- 
ter|—deserves to be the campaign manager 
of the Clinton/Gore campaign. So tomorrow 
he goes to work in a new job. Ever since 
he played a major role in our campaign in 
1992, I have been profoundly impressed with 
his mind, his heart, his skill, his discipline. 
And I look forward to his leadership as we 
go down the road ahead. I thank him very, 
very much. 

I want to thank the First Lady for so many 
things over what now are nearly 21 years of 
our marriage, for these remarkable 34 years 
we have had in the White House, for putting 
up with a phenomenal amount of abuse sole- 
ly because she happened to be married to 
me, and doing it with good humor and good 
grace and a strong heart. And not quite solely 
because she happened to be married to me, 
she also happens to stand for some things 
that some of those in the other party don’t 
like. 

But I think it’s a good thing that women 
as well as men and girls as well as boys should 
have a chance to live this life to the fullest 
of their ability. And I do believe it takes a 
village to raise a child. And I think it takes 
a village to solve our problems and a village 
to make this country what it ought to be. 
Stevie Wonder sang it: All for one, and one 
for all. 

And finally let me thank all of vou. and 
let me say that I don’t want to speak long 
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tonight because, as Robin Williams said, I 
know I’m preaching to the saved. But I want 
to tell you one more time as clearly as I can 
what is at stake in this year, and why it goes 
beyond the bounds of a normal election, and 
why you cannot leave your commitment at 
this door, no matter how much you gave or 
how difficult it was. For your citizenship can- 
not end here. 

When Al Gore and I ran in 1992, I had 
a clear vision of what I hoped our country 
would look like in the 2lst century, and I 
haven't lost that vision. I want America to 
be a place where every child can grow up 
to live out his or her dreams without regard 
to their race or their religion or their ethnic 
group or the station in life from which they 
start. If they're willing to work, I want them 
to have a chance to live out their dreams. 

I want America to be a place where our 
incredibly rich diversity of heritage brings us 
together and where we live together in peace 
and respect, with safe streets and good 
schools and a clean environment. I want 
America to be a place where everyone knows 
that we’re doing our best to preserve our val- 
ues together, to move forward together. I 
want America to be the strongest force for 
peace and freedom in the world in the 21st 
century. I want us to continue reaching out 
to other people and standing up for the 
things we've stood up for. 

And I believe in order to do that we have 
got to be willing to work together, to face 
our challenges and not deny them, to protect 
our values, not just talk about them and then 
regularly violate them. These last 34 years 
have been a great opportunity for us. We've 
still got a long way to go as a country, but 
no one can doubt that in every important way 
we're better off today than we were in 1992, 
when the deficit was twice as high, when we 
had 8% million fewer jobs, when we had a 
higher crime rate, higher welfare rates, high- 
er poverty rates, when we seemed to be drift- 
ing. 

But what I want to say to you tonight is, 
more important than any single issue is the 
differences now before the American people 
in this election about how we will walk into 
the 21st century. In 1992 there was so much 
talk about change. Robin did that great imita- 
tion of Ross Perot. Ross Perot and I said we 


May 8 / Administration of William J]. Clinton, 1996 


represent change. Sixty-two percent of the 
people said, “Okay, we're for change against 
the status quo and kind of a hands-off policy 
to our problems.” And thank goodness in that 
62 percent more people voted for me than 
Mr. Perot, so I got to show up here tonight. 
And that’s what happened. 

But it was change against the status quo. 
That is not true now. There is no status quo 
option. In this election there are two very 
different visions of change. And unlike most 
elections, you don’t have to guess. You know 
where I stand, what I stand for. You know 
from what we've done in the last 3 years 
I'll do my dead-level best to do what I say 
I want to do in the next 4 years. 

And now you know where they stand and 
what they will do. They passed a budget in 
1995 which will become. the law of the land 
if they control the Congress and the White 
House in 1997. They tried to do certain 
things to the environment and to the fabric 
of this country, which they will be able to 
do and which they will do. And you don’t 
have to guess. 

So we can look ahead. One side says— 
their side—that in this great new information 
age with so many opportunities, Government 
is the problem and what we really need for 
the American people is an unlimited number 
of choices and freedom from Government. 
If we all just walk away, everything will work 
out fine. Our side says, that view forgets his- 
tory. You remember what the great writer, 
Anatole France said, “The rich and poor are 
equally free to sleep under the bridge at 
night.” 

We believe that the future requires not 
only the existence of opportunity but making 
sure that every American has the chance to 
seize that opportunity, and that what we 
should be doing here at this moment is giving 
people the ability to make the most of their 
own lives—as workers, as family members in 
communities, and as citizens. That is the 
central difference between the two ap- 
proaches in the debate in Washington, DC, 
and in the country today. And the American 
people must choose which road they will 
walk into the 21st century. 

And let me reiterate what others have said. 
I don’t care what the polls say today. This 
is a time of profound change. And just as 
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there is volatility in the economy, just as their 
is volatility in our society, there will inevitably 
be volatility in our political life. If you want 
this to come out in a way that you believe 
in, then you have to leave here tonight com- 
mitted to doing everything you can to reach 
every friend, every are hg every person 
you come in contact with, to try to convince 
that person that this is the road we should 
walk together into the 21st century. This is 
the road we should walk together. 

And you have lots of specific examples. 
They talked about the deficit; we brought it 
down. They say they want to help working 
people and value families, but we stood up 
for the family and medical leave law that 
Chris Dodd had to fight 7 years for because 
they fought it every step of the way. 

We, those of us who are here tonight, can 
afford to be here, but we're still for raising 
the minimum wage, because we want people 
who raise families and work full time to be 
able to live in dignity. That’s important. 

It’s one thing to say you're for law and 
order, but we put a hundred thousand police 
officers on the street, helping to reduce the 
crime level. We put money into community 
programs to prevent crimes so our children 
have something to say yes to, as well as some- 
thing to say no to. We did pass the assault 
weapons ban, and we also passed the Brady 
bill. And you know what? None of those hun- 
ters shooting at those moose that Robin por- 
trayed so well tonight have lost their guns. 
But 60,000 people—60,000 people did lose 
out. Sixty thousand people with criminal 
records have not been able to buy handguns 
because of the passage of the Brady bill. We 
were right. That was the right decision for 
America. 

We think everybody ought to be able to 
go to college, because what you can earn de- 
pends on what you can learn. And so we 
fought for a new student loan program, lower 
cost, less hassle, better repayment terms. We 
were for it, and by and om they weren't. 

So we have very different views. None of 
those cases—not a single, solitary one in- 
volves the Government guaranteeing an out- 
come to any citizen. What did we try to do? 
We tried to guarantee safe streets, the oppor- 
tunity to get an education, the opportunity 
to get a job, a healthy economy. And the 
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same thing is true with the environment. I 
plead guilty to believing we cannot grow the 
American economy over the long run unless 
we preserve the quality of our land, of our 
water, our natural resources, and the animals 
who inhabit this Earth with us. I am guilty. 
I plead guilty. And I believe most of the 
American people would say the same thing. 

That doesn’t guarantee us anything except 
the chance to have a decent, coherent life. 
And so I say to you again, if you believe that 
every person ought to have a chance to make 
the most of his or her life, if you are sick 
and tired of seeing this country divided by 
race, by religion, over these issues that serve 
to drive a wedge between the American peo- 
ple, and you know that unless we come to- 
gether we'll never be the country we ought 
to be; if you want your country to stand up 
for peace and freedom, even when you may 
not agree with the President on every issue— 
I’ve done a lot of things that weren’t popular 
with some groups, whether it was Haiti or 
Mexico or getting involved in the Northern 
Ireland situation for the first time—and I 
know that a lot of people say from time to 
time, well, maybe he th this, that or the 
other thing too much. 

But let me say this, 20 years from now 
I want your country to be the strongest coun- 
try in the world. But other countries will be 
stronger than they are today. And we have 
to make sure that other countries join us in 
fighting terrorism, in standing up against 
dangerous weapons, in standing up to drug 
smuggling, in standing up for a decent life 
for all the children of this world. If we don’t 
cooperate with these countries and try to lead 
and shape the future, then it will diminish 
the future for all of us. And if you believe 
all that, then I ask you to leave here commit- 
ted not to saying, “Okay, I did my part. I 
went to that fundraiser. We raised $12 mil- 
lion.” Big deal. No, I ask you to walk away 
and say, “I’m going to work every day be- 
tween now and election day in November 
so we walk the right road into the future.” 
That is my commitment, and that’s what I 
want you to do. 

Lastly, let me make this point. If we seek 
to prevail, we must have a strong sense of 
history and a big heart. This country has had 
a few major decision points in its history. 
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When we started—Robin did a little debate 
about the Founding Fathers—all the things 
we take for granted today, they were big de- 
cisions—would we have a Bill of Rights or 
not; how were we going to limit Government 
to protect people; would we be one country 
or just a little collection of States. 

The next big crisis we had was the Civil 
War, when Abraham Lincoln gave his life, 
first to keep us one country and, second, to 
make us live up to the letter of the Constitu- 
tion and get rid of slavery. Then, a hundred 
years ago we had an age very like today, when 
the economy changed, the way we lived and 
worked changed. And Theodore Roosevelt, 
a great Republican President, and Woodrow 
Wilson, a great Democratic President, led us 
into what we now call the Progressive Era, 
when we said, “Hey, this industrial age is a 
great thing. People being able to move out 
of the country and live in the city, it’s a great 
thing. But it’s not a great thing that children 
are working 60 hours a week. It’s not a great 
thing that women are being abused in the 
workplace. It’s not a great thing that we are 
destroying our natural resources. It’s not a 
great thing that small businesses are being 
crushed by unfair monopolies and not having 
a chance. We think we'll use the power of 
Government to help people make more of 
their own lives and preserve what is essential 
to this country.” And that’s what we've got 
to do again today. 

When President Roosevelt got us through 
the Depression and stood up for freedom 
against fascism in World War II, when we 
stood up against communism in the cold war, 
all these things kept America what it is today. 
And believe me, the decisions we have to 
make today as we move from the cold war 
to the global society, as we move from the 
industrial age to the information and tech- 
nology age, they're every bit as profound. 

No one has all the answers. The most im- 
portant thing is, what road are we going to 
walk down. If you want America to be some- 
thing, we have to have a strong sense of his- 
tory. We have to understand that we are here 
today because our forebears were committed 
to living up to the promise of the Constitu- 
tion, to meeting our challenges and protect- 
ing our values and giving everybody a chance. 
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And the other thing we have got to have 
is a little bit of heart. You know, they make 
fun of me sometimes. They say Bill Clinton 
is too emotional, feels your pain, and all that 
sort of stuff. Let me tell you something: You 
just think about it. When they lay you down 
for the last time, what are you going to re- 
member? You wish you’d spent a few more 
hours at the office: No, you’re going to think 
about your children, your family, the people 
you like, the people you love, how it felt to 
learn and experience things for the first time, 
the music that made you feel alive and big. 
That’s what makes life worth living. 

Yesterday I was in a little town in New 
Jersey that was dominated by basically white 
ethnic schoolkids. We were at an anti-teen- 
smoking event. But in this blue collar, ethnic 
town, there were Jewish kids, there were 
Hindus of Indian heritage, there were two 
young women in their Muslim formal dress 
in the school, all living together as Ameri- 
cans. All proving, once again, that we believe 
that anybody who just shares our values and 
will respect the honest differences of others 
should have the chance to live in this way, 
to live out their dreams that go way beyond 
economics. And I just want you to know why 
I feel that way. 

Just before I left to come over here to- 
night, I met with a group of people. I fre- 
quently have coffee with people from around 
the country who are active in public affairs, 
and most of them couldn’t afford to come 
here tonight. The people I met with tonight 
were four local government leaders from the 
Northeast, three State legislative leaders 
from the South and the West, and some His- 
panic and African-American women who are 
active in political organizations all over the 
country. And I just go around the table and 
let them talk. 

About the 10th person to talk was this very 
tall, stately, impressive African-American 
women from San Francisco. She looked at 
me—this is self-serving, but I am going to 
tell you anyway—this woman looked at me 
and said, before we get down to what I came 
to talk about, let’s get first things first. She 
said, “My daddy is 75 years old, and he lives 
in St. Louis, but he was born and grew up 
in Hope, Arkansas”—the same little town in 
Arkansas I was born in—‘“and he went to 
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Yeager High school,” which was the all-black 
high school at the time when the schools 
were segregated. “And he told me that your 
grandfather, at his little store, was one of only 
four white people in town that would really 
do business with black folks.” She said, “Is 
that true?” 

I said, “Yes, Ma’am, it’s true. And I can 
still remember when I was 5 years old, sitting 
on that wooden store counter next to a big 
jar of Jackson’s cookies that were this big and 
sold for a penny apiece, listening to my 
granddaddy tell me that those people who 
came into his store were good people, and 
they worked hard, and they deserved a better 
deal in life.” 

Now, let me tell you folks, that’s what 
makes this country great. Our political sys- 
tem is not great because it’s a political sys- 
tem. It is not even great because it works 
economically. It’s great because it gives us 
all a chance to live out our dreams and be- 
cause in every generation we keep trying to 
meet the challenges and protect our values 
and live up to what we say we believe in. 
That is really what this is all about. 

And we cannot go into the global economy 
of the 21st century by walking away from our 
common responsibilities and saying that we 
don’t have a common responsibility to help 
everybody's kids live up to the fullest of their 
dreams. You think about it, talk about it, 
stand up for it, work for it. Don’t be overcon- 
fident and we will prevail. 

Thank you, and God bless you, and good 
night. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:32 p.m. at the 
Washington Convention Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Donald L. Fowler, national chair- 
man, Senator Christopher J. Dodd, general chair- 
man, and Marvin Rosen, national finance chair- 
man, Democratic National Committee; Terence 
McAuliffe, national finance chairman, Clinton/ 
Gore 96; Dan Dutko and Beth Bozoretz, cochairs 
of the dinner; musician Stevie Wonder; comedian 
Robin Williams; and Alma Brown, wife of former 
Secretary of Commerce Ronald H. Brown. 


Remarks to the Saxophone Club 
May 9, 1996 


The President Thank you very much. I 
tell you, there’s not much left for me to say. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank Matt and all the leaders 
of the Saxophone Club, and all of you who 
have been with us all these years. It has al- 
ways been a joy for me to come to the Saxo- 
phone Club and see all of your faces filled 
with hope and energy—and even when we 
have to be late coming here, and it’s mid- 
night, you're still raring to go, and that'll take 
us to victory and that’s good. 

I want to say to you how proud I am to 
be on this stage with Tipper Gore, and all 
that she’s done, how profoundly grateful I 
am in ways, as I said earlier tonight, that will 
never be fully known until I write my mem- 
oirs, for the contributions that Al Gore has 
made to the United States of America. 

And I want to say that you couldn’t have 
gladdened my heart any more with anything 
than you did when you gave such an intense 
and spontaneous and genuine cheer to the 
First Lady. [Applause] Thank you. I want you 
to know what I whispered to her when you 
were doing that the first time—{laughter|— 
I’ve had occasion to tell her on several occa- 
sions the last couple of years, as Senator 
whatever his name is, with the hyphenated 
name—got ginned up, I mean, with the apos- 
trophe in his name—{laughter]. 

She’s taken a lot of grief just because she 
happened to be here, and she was my spouse. 
And they didn’t want to deal with the issues 
so they tried to go after her personally, and 
the rest of us, and because she had the te- 
merity to say it seemed to her that every 
working family in the country ought to be 
able to give health care to their children, 
frankly, and because there are still some folks 
in this country who just don’t think women 
ought to speak up and be heard and be seen 
and live their lives and do what they're sup- 
posed to do. 

But you know, where I grew up we had 
a saying when thing were really tough and 
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unfair, our saying was, “It’s a long road that 
doesn’t turn,” and your cheer says this road 
has turned, and we’re going to send them 
a message about that. This road has turned. 

Now, let me just say two points I want 
to make very briefly. The first is, I don’t care 
what the polls say; this is going to be a hard, 
tough, close election. 

Audience member. You're going to win 
it. 

The President. That's right. We are if you 
don’t change the feelings, the intensity, and 
the commitment you have tonight any time 
in the next 6 months. This election is 6 
months from today—not today, not tomor- 
row, 6 months from today. And you have to 
bear down. That’s the first point I want to 
make. You have got to bear down. Don’t let 
up. Reach other people. Keep talking about 
it. Talk about what's at stake. 

The second point I want to make to you 
is that this is not just another election. This 
election will take this country into the 21st 
century. This is not an election like 1992, 
where the issue was change versus the status 
quo. There are two very different but very 
dynamic visions here. Both approaches 
would represent a- dramatic departure from 
America’s past. Two visions of change. 

I believe that those of you who are in this 
audience who are younger, who represent 
the bulk of the Saxophone Club and the fu- 
ture of this country will have the most excit- 
ing lives of any generation of Americans ever, 
in terms of not only economic opportunities 
but opportunities for genuine personal fulfill- 
ment. If we guarantee that opportunity to ev- 
erybody without regard to their race, their 
gender, their station in life, if we decide that 
our diversity is a plus to be nurtured, that 
we should come together, instead of being 
used to divide us, and if we maintain our 
willingness to stay involved in the world as 
the world’s strongest force for peace and 
freedom and prosperity and security—if we 
will do those three things I believe that your 
future will be the brightest future any gen- 
eration of Americans ever had and that you 
will have the opportunity to bring peace and 
integrity to people in ways that have never 
been done before. 

But it depends on which road we decide 
to walk into the 21st century. And there is 
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a genuine—the Vice President and I spent 
50 hours in those budget negotiations with 
the Republican congressional leaders and the 
Democratic leaders. And I can say this in 
all respect—you know, they will say mean 
things about me between now and the elec- 
tion. Let me tell you something, the mean 
things are not what this election is about. It’s 
about two honestly different views. I spent 
50 hours with them. They honestly look at 
the world differently than we do. [Laughter] 
I say that—no, no—with all respect. Their 
view—let me give you the most charitable 
view is—their view is, “Hey, man, this is an 
exciting world. I mean, there’s computers 
and new businesses and the world is unfold- 
ing, and it’s not bureaucracy-driven, and it’s 
not top down and heavy laden like it used 
to be. So what we need to do is give every- 
body a whole bunch of choices and demolish 
the Government, and everything will be 
great.” 

And that’s what they really believe, that 
anything public—after national defense, na- 
tional security, and paving roads—is an op- 
pression of personal liberty. [Laughter] Now, 
what I believe is that we don’t need the same 
old big Government we used to have. Al 
Gore has changed it. They cursed it. He 
changed it. We reduced the size of the Govy- 
ernment. We did it. 

But I believe to say that you can leave this 
country and every person in this country and 
the spirit of community in this country and 
the quality of our environment and the qual- 
ity of educational opportunity and the safety 
of our streets to the tender mercies of the 
global economy unattended by a common ef- 
fort by Americans to help all of us make the 
most of our own lives is dead wrong. That's 
what I believe. 

I'll never forget when I was in college and 
I first read the great French writer, Anatole 
France, who said that in the France about 
which he wrote, “The rich and poor are 
equally free to sleep under the bridge at 
night.” Or today you might say everybody is 
free to go in and buy a Mercedes. What does 
that mean? Does that mean we should resent 
the rich? No, we want more people to make 
money. What it means is that we should work 
together to give everybody the chance to 
make the most of their own lives in their 
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work life, as citizens, in their families, in their 
communities. 

That means a good economy, safe streets, 
a clean environment, good education. It 
means bringing people together instead of 
driving them apart. It means America still 
being willing to stand up for peace and free- 
dom around the world. That’s what that 
means. That’s what that means. 

And I'm telling you, you don’t have to 
guess—but remember, we're going through 
a time of huge, sweeping, breathtaking 
change in the way we work, in the way we 
live. And everybody is out there struggling 
to try to figure out what’s going on and trying 
to get a hook on it. And a lot of people are 
vulnerable to simple wrong answers. 

So I say to you, this is a serious thing. 
We're having a great time tonight. You've 
made me happier than you'll ever know. I 
love to come to these things. I love your spir- 
it. I love your enthusiasm. I love your opti- 
mism. I love your belief in yourselves and 
your country. But I’m telling you, this is 
going to be a hard, tough, close election, be- 
cause it is a fight for the future. And it is 
not like 1992. Two dynamic visions, two very 
different. We're going to get on one road and 
walk right into the 21st century. You can 
make sure it’s the right road, but you need 
to keep what you have tonight every day from 
now until November—every day—to every- 
one you can speak with. 


Thank you, and God bless you. 


Nore: The President spoke at 12 midnight in the 
Regency Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. 
In his remarks, he referred to Matt Fruman, chair, 
the Saxophone Club. 


Remarks Welcoming President 
Konstandinos Stephanopoulos of 


Greece 
May 9, 1996 


President Stephanopoulos, members of 
the Greek delegation, distinguished guests, 
on behalf of the American people, I am de- 
lighted to welcome President Stepha- 
nopoulos to the White House. 

It is an honor to return the warm hospi- 
tality the people of Greece showed the First 
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Lady when she visited their wonderful coun- 
try in March. 

Two thousand five hundred years ago, the 
birth of democracy in Greece lit the land- 
scape of Western civilization. Greek architec- 
ture, poetry, philosophy and law set new 
standards for mer achievement and new 
measures for human progress. Today, we 
Americans share with Greece the glory of 
that ancient legacy. We join with Greece, our 
ally and our friend, in raising democracy’s 
flag around the world. 

For a half century, from World War II to 
the Persian Gulf, our nations have stood to- 
gether in defense of shared ideals. Now, we 
are working to build a bright future of secu- 
rity, prosperity, and peace. The strengthen- 
ing of our relations in recent years has paved 
the way to closer cooperation to the benefit 
of our own people and all the world. 

In Bosnia, our soldiers serve side-by-side 
to help the peace take hold. Throughout the 
Balkans, from Albania to the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, America looks to 
Greece to be a force of peace and stability. 
And we must stand as one against the deadly 
scourge of terrorism. May I express, once 
more, on behalf of all Americans our deep 
condolences to the families and friends of 
the 17 Greek citizens who were murdered 
in Cairo last month. 

The partnership between America and 
Greece is reinforced by the bonds of family. 
All across our country, Americans of Greek 
descent have added to the richness and the 
warmth of America’s quilt. The values they 
have brought here to their adopted home— 
love of family, faith and community, taking 
responsibility, working hard—have flour- 
ished in America, and they have helped 
America to flourish. 

Mr. President, among the countless gifts 
that Greece has shared with the world, few 
capture the human heart like the —. 
This year, the United States is proud to host 
the centennial of the modern Olympic 
games. The torch that Hillary had the honor 
to kindle when she visited your country in 
Olympia, carries the spirit of the past, the 
promise of this moment, and our common 
hopes for the future. May its flame burn as 
strong as the enduring ties between America 
and Greece. 
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Age. Mr. President, we welcome you and 
ask for your remarks. 


Norte: The President spoke at 10:13 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. 


Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
President Stephanopoulos and an 
Exchange With Reporters 

May 9, 1996 


Greece-U.S. Relations 


President Clinton. Let me say that it is 
a great honor for me to welcome President 
Stephanopoulos here to celebrate the ties 
that bind the United States and Greece. And 
we look forward to discussing the many, 
many issues between our two countries, in- 
cluding the situation in the Aegean, which 
we strongly feel should be resolved without 
any force or threat of force, according to the 
international agreements and with respect to 
the territorial integrity of all parties involved. 

I’m looking forward to this, and I’m very 
glad you're here, Mr. President. 


China-U.S. Trade 


Q. Are you afraid of a trade war with 
China, Mr. President? 

President Clinton. Excuse me? 

Q. Are you afraid of a trade war with 
China? 

President Clinton. No, I don’t think so. 
The United States, I think, has been more 
open to Chinese products than any other 
country. We buy an enormous percentage of 
their exports, a far larger percentage than our 
share of the world economy. And we are— 
tried to aid the transition of the Chinese 
economy and to have a constructive relation- 
ship with them, but we have a right to pre- 
serve the integrity of our own laws and espe- 
cially our intellectual property laws. 

The United States has been fortunate to 
lead the world in the production of a lot of 
electronics and computer related equipment 
and software. And the products of the mind 
and the laboratories in America should be 
protected under international agreements, 
and they should be entitled to that in every 
country. That's all we ask. 

Q. Do you expect them to budge before 
May 15th? 
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President Clinton. Well, I hope we can 
resolve the differences between the two 
countries before May the 15th. We’re work- 
ing hard on it. I hope we can. And we'll do 
our best to resolve it. 

The President would like to make a state- 
ment. 


Greece-U.S. Relations 


President Stephanopoulos. | now want 
to say how pleased I am to be in the United 
States on an invitation for such a state visit. 
I would like to convey to the American peo- 
ple the greetings of the entire Greek people 
and their admiration. The Greek people are 
fully aware of the fact that democracy is 
founded on efforts such as the ones that the 
United States and Greece make and based 
on the ideals that our two countries express. 

And I would like to assure you that the 
problems that arise in the Aegean are not 
at all our responsibility. We always try, and 
we succeed, in behaving according to inter- 
national law. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

President Clinton. Thank you very much. 





[At this point, one group of reporters left the 
room, and another group entered. | 


Q. Good morning, Mr. President. 

President Clinton. Good morning. Have 
we got everyone in? Let’s wait until we have 
everyone in. 

Q. There are two Stephanopouloses in the 
same office. 

President Clinton. There are 
Stephanopouloses in the same office. 

Q. How do you feel about it? 

President Clinton. | feel very good about 
it. I asked George this morning if there are 
any relations between himself and the Presi- 
dent, and he said he had been searching for 
one desperately, but he hadn’t yet found it. 
[Laughter] He was still hoping to find one. 

Let me say, first, how very pleased I am, 
on behalf of all the people of the United 
States, to welcome President 
Stephanopoulos here. The ties between 
America and Greece are well known. The vi- 
tality, the importance of the Greek-American 
community to our country, I think, is well 
known to the people of Greece. But our part- 
nership for so many years now has meant 
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a great deal to the United States, and I look 
forward to working to strengthen it. 

I also look forward to our discussions of 
a wide variety of issues. I know we will dis- 
cuss the matters in the Aegean. I want to 
say again that we believe these matters 
should be resolved according to international 
law, without any force, without any threat of 
force, and respecting the territorial integrity 
of all the parties. And we believe that a lot 
of progress can be made in that part of the 
world, and that the future of Europe and the 
future of the Mediterranean region and, in- 
deed, to a large extent the future of democ- 
racy everywhere depends upon our ability to 
work in good faith, to work through those 
issues. 

So I’m looking forward to this meeting, 
and very pleased to have the opportunity to 
host it. 


Aegean Peace Process 


Q. Mr. President, a month ago in this same 
office, you had a meeting with the Greek 
Prime Minister and you had discussed these 
problems we had with Turkey. Do you think 
there is any chance for Turkey to go to the 
International Court? Do you have any infor- 
mation about that from Ankara? 

President Clinton. Well, I believe there 
is a chance. I was encouraged. Of course, 
the representatives of the two countries met 
in Bucharest recently, and I believe will meet 
again in Berlin soon. And I think there is 
a good chance it can be resolved. | believe 
we have taken a position that is the proper 
one, and I believe it’s consistent with the po- 
sition that the Greek Government has staked 
out. 


Balkan Peace Process 


Q. How will you define the role of Greece 
in the Balkans? 

President Clinton. Excuse me? 

Q. How will you define the role of Greece 
in the Balkans? 

President Clinton. Well, first of all, I 
want to thank Greece for their support of 
the operation in Bosnia, and the President, 
in particular, I know, has tried to play a con- 
structive role in dealing with the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, in dealing 
with the problems in Albania. 
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I believe that Greece will have to be in- 
volved in order to have a comprehensive res- 
olution of the problems in the Balkans, and 
goodness knows we have worked hard for 
that. And we have seen in the last few years 
what a terrible price we pay if the problems 
are not resolved peacefully in the Balkans. 


Cyprus 

Q. Anything on Cyprus, Mr. President? 
On Cyprus issue? On Cyprus? 

President Clinton. Well, as you know, I 
have spent quite a lot of time myself on the 
Cyprus issue in the last 342 years. I am sorry 
that it hasn’t produced any more positive re- 
sults. But we are exploring now the possibil- 
ity of what else we can do there, and I want 
to discuss that with the President. And I’m 
hopeful that the United States can play a con- 
structive role there. And I’m hopeful that it 
can be resolved. But that is something we 
need to discuss. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Prime Minister Konstandinos 
Simitis of Greece. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


The President’s News Conference 
With President Stephanopoulos 


May 9, 1996 


The President. Good afternoon. Let me 
say once again what a pleasure it is to wel- 
come President Stephanopoulos to the White 
House. The alliance, the friendship between 
our two nations is anchored by our common 
commitment to freedom and democracy. 
Much of our discussion today focused on the 
work we are doing together to build a peace- 
ful, democratic, and undivided Europe. I was 
glad to have a chance to thank President 
Stephanopoulos for the leadership the Hel- 
lenic Republic has shown in resolving the 
problems in the Balkans, from Albania to the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 

I also want to thank Greece, and especially 
its soldiers, for helping to safeguard the 
peace in Bosnia. Our Armed Forces are 
proud to stand with you, Mr. President, in 
this important mission of peace. The progress 
we are making there reminds us all that it 
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is possible to choose the promise of the fu- 
ture over the conflicts of the past. This can 
be the case in the Aegean, as well. The Unit- 
ed States will continue to help in any way 
we can to make the region one of peace and 
opportunity for all its people. 

As I emphasized to President Stephanop- 
oulos, the United States strongly supports the 
principle of respect for international agree- 
ments and the territorial integrity of all na- 
tions in the Aegean region. 

We are deeply concerned about the con- 
tinuing dispute over the islet of Imia. I was 
personally involved in our efforts to convince 
our two NATO allies to pull back from their 
confrontation. And now we are trying to re- 
duce tensions further and to settle the own- 
ership question through an international tri- 
bunal. I believe the problems in the Aegean 
can and must be resolved through peaceful 
means, without force or the threat of force. 

We also discussed the issue of Cyprus, 
something that has been of special interest 
to me since 1 became President. We hope 
to be able to take an initiative on Cyprus this 
year. A breakthrough in Cyprus could pave 
the way to further progress and be a model 
to other nations that are seeking peace. 

Finally, I underscored to the President our 
commitment to fight terrorism. Greeks and 
Americans alike have been the victims of ter- 
rorist brutality at home and abroad. We know 
the pain and destruction it can bring, and 
we have a responsibility to do all we can to 
defeat it. We look to Greece to be a strong 
partner in this effort. 

As an ally in NATO and a key player in 
the European Union, Greece is helping to 
shape the future of Europe and the next half 
century of our transatlantic partnership. The 
world’s oldest democracy is reaching out to 
Europe’s newest democracies to build an un- 
divided, integrated continent at peace. The 
United States looks forward to continuing 
our partnership and to benefiting the peoples 
of both of our countries and the entire world. 

Again, Mr. President, welcome to Wash- 
ington. The microphone is yours. 

President Stephanopoulos. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President. 

I would like to thank once more in the 
warmest and most sincere way President 
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Clinton for his kind invitation, invitation 
which I accepted with great pleasure. 

We held interesting talks in which we es- 
tablished once more the identical views on 
many important issues. The efforts of the 
United States of America for stability and 
peace in the Balkans find us in the same 
camp. Greece, as you know, contributes to 
the extent they can do to achieve the same 
objectives. 

We discussed what we can do in order to 
establish peace for good in this turbulent 
area of the world, which was founded in 
bloodshed for years and years. It is high time 
that this region of the world lives in peace 
and conciliation between its peoples. I as- 
sured President Clinton that Greece, vis-a- 
vis these countries, but also vis-a-vis Albania, 
for which there is common interests of the 
two countries, is showing the same political 
willingness in order to develop better politi- 
cal relations with one, of course, pre- 
condition, which I will reiterate: The perfect 
respect of the rights of the Greek minority 
and, more specifically, their right to practice 
their religion and to be educated in their own 
language, the Greek language, which they 
have spoken for centuries and centuries, as 
well as all the other Greeks. 

We discussed for long the crisis in the Ae- 
gean, and I expressed once more the views 
of the Greek side in my own words and as 
I see it, of course. And I have been very satis- 
fied hearing Mr. Clinton reaffirming the 
principles of American policy, namely, re- 
spect of interuational principles, inter- 
national treaties, territorial integrity of all 
states in the area. And I do believe that these 
principles, common principles, will finally 
and ultimately be implemented in the areas, 
so that this turbulent area of the world will 
live in peace and cooperation. There are 
other joint projects with the United States 
related to technology transfer, common edu- 
cational programs, assimilation of democratic 
institutions in which Greece and the United 
States of America can play an extremely im- 
portant role. 

Our wish is to be useful to the inter- 
national community. I believe that Greece, 
as a member of the European Union, not 
only serves this European ideal of peace and 
cooperation but also we continue to believe 
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that the most important ally of Europe is and 
will continue to be the United States of 
America. With the cooperation between 
these two entities, the European Union and 
the United States, many things can be 
achieved. Greece will be present and partici- 
pating in all these efforts. 
Thank you, Mr. President. 


Budget Negotiations 

Q. Mr. President, on a domestic issue, yes- 
terday you said that the White House and 
the Congress were closer together on a bal- 
anced budget plan than was ever reported 
in the press. And then the Republicans pro- 
duced a plan that cuts back on their tax cuts 
and scales back on savings and domestic pro- 
grams. Does that sound like a formula that 
you could go along with? 

The President. Well, I'm encouraged that 
they moved. I think that’s encouraging. They 
abandoned the proposal to abolish the De- 
partment of Education, for example. That’s 
a good thing, but I want to study the details 
of the program. But it appears to me that 
we still have significant differences and that 
they propose big cuts in education and in 
the environment and to abolish the guarantee 
of coverage under Medicaid for poor chil- 
dren and the elderly in nursing homes and 
for families with family members with dis- 
abilities. And I think the Medicare number 
appears to be still too high. But I think it’s 
a movement in the right direction. 

There are other specific things that I have 
concerns about. Again, they seek to abolish 
the direct college loan program, which has 
led to lower costs, better terms, better repay- 
ments for large numbers of college students. 
They seek to abolish the national service pro- 
gram. There are a lot of things in there I 
don’t agree with, but it is a movement in the 
right direction. And this is the point I am 
trying to make now, that what we ought to 
do is to resume our negotiations and reach 
an agreement and do what we did on this 
year’s budget instead of having a replay of 
a unilateral take-it-or-leave-it deal, which is 
what was done in 1995. 

And so I hope that this is the beginning 
of a process that will end in a negotiated 
seven-year balanced budget. We plainly have 
the savings in common to achieve it. And we 
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are having a better year this year than we 
thought we were going to have on deficit re- 
duction. And so we can get this done if we'll 
do it together. 

Mr. President, do you want to call on a 
Greek journalist? 


Greek-Turkish Relations 


President Stephanopoulos. Yes. 

Q. Mr. President, the average Greek is 
very concerned about the fact that the U.S. 
is supporting Turkey as a regional super- 
power, arming Turkey and so on. You also 
talked about Europe’s position to the use of 
force in the Aegean. The average Greek 
would like to know from you, sir, what will 
you do if Turkey is again going to use force 
in the area? What is the U.S. going to do? 
If I could just ask President Stephanopoulos, 
the senior Stephanopoulos in the room— 
[laughter|—what exactly did you ask the U.S. 
in terms of Greek-Turkish relations in this 
meeting? 

The President. First, let me say, | made 
my position abundantly clear and very clear 
to the Turks, including to President Demirel 
on his recent trip here. We do not favor— 
we not only don’t favor the use of force in 
the region; we don’t favor any threats of the 
use of force. And we have two countries that 
are our allies in NATO with which we have 
good relations. And we want to try to facili- 
tate a peaceful resolution of the disputes in 
the Aegean, of the issue of Cyprus. If Turkey 
and Greece could resolve their differences, 
the potential that they have of working to- 
gether to stabilize the situation in the Bal- 
kans, to promote a Europe at peace and not 
torn asunder by ethnic and religious conflicts, 
to build a better future for all of us, is stag- 
gering. 

So I’m going to do everything I can to keep 
down not only force but the threat of force, 
so that we can have a peaceful resolution of 
all these agreements, respecting territorial 
integrity, based on international agreements 
and without any force. That is clear. And I 
think the—I do not expect there to be a situa- 
tion in which force comes into play, because 
I think that the wisdom will prevail over pas- 
sion, and we'll avoid that. 

President Stephanopoulos. | didn’t come 
to the United States to ask for anything. That 
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was not the purpose of my visit. Greece does 
not feel the need to ask anyone anything be- 
yond the mere implementation of inter- 
national treaties pee rules of international 
law. This is the only demand of Greece. 

I hope that the region will prevail more 
reasonable, more peaceful point of view. I 
think you do know, you and Mr. Papoulias, 
that there are threats of war against Greece. 
I hope, also, that these threats will be with- 
drawn sometime in the future. But if they're 
not withdrawn, especially if these threats ma- 
terialize, Greece has the possibility to defend 
itself very, very effectively. I do not wish to 
raise the tone of the discussion, but I really 
do hope that we will not have this oppor- 
tunity to defend ourselves. I do hope that 
we will be able to apply international law, 
and I also hope that our neighbor will realize 
the need that these differences, some dif- 
ferences which have some legal foundation— 
and I mean, in this case, the Continental 
Shelf and Imia. 

So I hope that Turkey realizes that the only 
solution is the resort to the International 
Court of Justice at The Hague. And in this 
instance, President Clinton’s views and my 
views do coincide perfectly. 


Middle East Peace Process 


Q. Since you came into office, you have 
promoted the Middle East peace process. 
But a Washington Post reporter writes from 
Cairo that Arab leaders = oe on the street 
believe that because of your all-out support 
of Israel, including the attacks on the U.N. 
refugee camp, leaving 50 people killed, that 
you have lost your credentials as an even- 
handed, honest broker. What do you say to 
that? 

The President. Well, first of all I'd say, 
if you look at the fact that the United States 
has continued its aid to Egypt; if you look 
at what we have done to try to help Jordan 
to support its political, economic, and mili- 
tary objectives as it has made peace with Is- 
rael; if you look at the efforts that we have 
made as a government, working with other 
governments and working with our citizens 
to try to support Mr. Arafat and what he is 
doing and to try to ensure that the Palestinian 
Authority will be successful; if you look at 
the terms of the agreement that the Secretary 
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of State brokered to restore the cease-fire 
and to make it enforceable along the border 
of Israel and Lebanon; if you look at all those 
things, it seems to me that we have quite 
good credentials to be fair and balanced and 
to pursue the interests of all the people in 
the region. 

But I would like to remind—it’s easy for 
the people in the region to forget because 
the Felling shocked everyone and the fight- 
ing, and the Israelis made no secret of the 
fact that they were dismayed by the deaths 
in the refugee center and that they did not 
intend to do it. But I would remind you 
that 

Q. [Inaudible|—think they didn’t know 
where it was? 

The President. | would remind you—peo- 
ple make mistakes in war time. There are 
no such things as perfect weapons. Just be- 
cause we're living in a high-technology age, 
if you think we can have sort of surgical bat- 
tles in which there are never-ending unin- 
tended consequences, that just doesn’t hap- 
pen. It just doesn’t happen. 

But I would skis. jou that the Israelis 
were shelled. And their citizens were subject 
to shelling on the day—starting the day I ar- 
rived in Israel after the Sharm al-Sheikh 
Conference, by people who didn’t like the 
fact that we got together at Sharm al-Sheikh 
and who didn’t want the peace to succeed. 
And so all—you know, what we always said 
is that the Israelis had a right to defend them- 
selves. We also support the United Nations 
resolution. We look forward to the day when 
Lebanon will be free of all foreign soldiers, 
when its sovereignty will be intact, and when 
its people will live in peace. 

I just talked yesterday to the Prime Min- 
ister of Lebanon on the telephone assuring 
him that I would do what I could to support 
the reconstruction of Lebanon, as well as the 
fair implementation of this agreement. 

So I think if you-—as we move away from 
the understandable passions that were in- 
flamed by the violence along the border, is 
that as time passes and the agreement is im- 
plemented, the people in the Arab world will 
look at what we have done with the Palestin- 
ians, with the Jordanians, with the Egyptians, 
with the brokering of this agreement and 
what its terms are. And I think they will see 
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that the United States has been fair and hon- 
est. We never made any secret of the fact 
that we did not ever intend to support any- 
body who wanted to attack and destroy Is- 
rael. We never have, and never will. 


Balkan and Aegean Development and 
Security 


Q. Mr. President, as far as I know, your 
Government worked on some plans for eco- 
nomic development for security, stability, 
and peace in the Aegean Sea and Balkans. 
Would you like to say anything about that? 

The President. Is that a question for 

Q. A question to you. 

The President. To me? [Laughter| I'm 
hard of hearing, and unfortunately I was try- 
ing to put these on and I didn’t need them. 
So would you ask the question again? 

Q. Of course. As far as I know, your Gov- 
ernment works on some plans for economic 
development for security, peace, and stability 
in the Aegean Sea and the Balkans. Would 
you like to explain to us what exactly 

The President. Well, right now, obviously, 
in the Balkans our main focus is on trying 
to make sure that the Dayton Agreement and 
the Paris Peace Agreement in Bosnia takes 
hold and works. We have also—and we are 
working very hard on that. We have also had 
discussions with the President today about 
our hopes for the further progress and a final 
resolution of the difficulties between Greece 
and the former Yugoslav Republic of Mac- 
edonia. I am encouraged by what has been 
done. But I think that is a very important 
part of stability and growth in the area. 

And the President shared with me some 
of the things which are now being done be- 
tween Greece and Albania. And we dis- 
cussed, among other things, what could be 
done in terms of our partnership in spreading 
technology in the region in ways that would 
generate significant economic activity. So we 
discussed all these things. But most of our 
immediate money, right now, is going in to 
trying to make sure that we succeed in Bosnia 
and then we want to build out from there. 

President Stephanopoulos. | would like 
to answer that. Greece has many possibilities 
of its own to assist development and coopera- 
tion in the Balkans. And this is what we have 
been doing for a long time now. You very 
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well know that Greek businessmen operate 
very effectively in our neighboring countries 
and there are many projects stemming from 
northern Greece, from which we expect a 
lot of results. I do also know that the Amer- 
ican contribution will be very important and 
very useful. There are many possibilities for 
U.S. businessmen to cooperate with Greek 
businessmen. Greek businessmen know bet- 
ter than anyone else the local conditions. So 
U.S. and Greek businessmen should work to- 
gether in order to enhance economic and in- 
dustrial cooperation in the area. 

As far as the Aegean is concerned, local 
differences should be resolved first before 
envisaging further cooperation, without this 
meaning that we exclude cooperation at this 
point in time. We have established all forms 
of cooperation with all countries, and we as- 
pire to this cooperation also with the Turkish 
side. I hope that the time will come when 
this trade and economic cooperation will be 
our sole concern. 


McDougal-Tucker Trial 


Q. The testimony that you gave a few 
weeks ago for the McDougal-Tucker case is 
going on in Little Rock right now and is ex- 
pected to be played this afternoon. I wonder 
if you could tell us what you want Americans 
to understand from what you said in your 
testimony, what you want the jury to under- 
stand, and also, if you still object to the re- 
lease of the videotape publicly? 

The President. Well, my testimony will 
speak for itself. It will be fairly straight- 
forward. All I want the American people to 
understand is that I was asked to testify be- 
cause they thought I might have some evi- 
dence that was helpful, and I was glad to 
testify. And then what I said will be a matter 
of public record when it’s run. If it’s run this 
afternoon, it will be. 

I believe the press should have access to 
my testimony. I just think that it ought to 
be treated like everybody else’s testimony in 
Federal court, and it shouldn’t be subject to 
abuse or misconstruction. I think it’s a very 
straightforward—it was a very straight- 
forward set of questions, at least most of it, 
and I gave the best, direct, straightforward 
answers I could. I don’t think it’s a very big 
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deal, but I did my best to answer the ques- 
tions that were asked of me. 
Thank you. 


Aegean Peace Process 


Q. You were basically being asked to re- 
fute testimony—{inaudible|—participate in a 
fraudulent deal— 

The President. | didn’t say anything dif- 
ferent in the trial that I haven’t said in public 
on that. 

Q. Mr. President, are you pons a 
Camp David summit for Greece and Turkey 
over the Aegean issue? 

The President. | guess the short answer 
right now is no, but what I am planning to 
do is to stay in close touch with this issue. 
I am encouraged that the representatives of 
Greece and Turkey have already met once 
and intend to meet again in Berlin in the 
next few weeks and seem to be moving to- 
ward a resolution along the lines of the stand- 
ards that the President and I have both en- 
dorsed today—along the lines of respect for 
international agreements, respect for terri- 
torial integrity, no force, no threat of force. 
We believe that is very important. 

If it becomes obvious at some point in the 
future that the United States could construc- 
tively play a larger role and that both parties 
are willing to have that done, I wouldn’t rule 
that out. But I think the important thing is 
that the parties themselves have to resolve 
this difference, and they have to agree about 
the way it’s going to be resolved. And I be- 
lieve that the principles I just laid out had 
to be embraced by both sides in order for 
any success to occur. 

But I will say again—let me just say 
again—I believe if the differences in the Ae- 
gean and the differences over Cyprus could 
be resolved so that Greece and Turkey, that 
are allies in NATO, could become in a gen- 
eral sense better partners, the impact on the 
whole future of Europe, the whole future of 
the linchpin area of the Balkans, the connec- 
tion of that area of Europe down to the Mid- 
dle East—and therefore the impact on all of 
us—the positive impact would be breath- 
taking. 

So the rest of the world has a lot riding 
on whether Greeks and Turks can resolve 
their differences. So quite apart from the 
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enormous interest that we have in the United 
States because of our large number of Greek- 
Americans, we know that the whole world 
has a lot riding on this. And so if there is 
anything we can do, we'll do it. 

But right now, the parties are trying to 
work it out for themselves, and I think they 
deserve a lot of support for that, and encour- 
agement. 

Thank you. 

Yes, please, Mr. President. 

President Stephanopoulos. Allow me to 
add that you’re advancing things with your 
question. Greece has clarified what we can 
accept in terms of dialog with Turkey. We 
have clarified that no dialog is possible right 
now, because it is condemned to failure. If 
Turkey doesn’t accept to send the Imia ques- 
tion to the International‘Court of Justice at 
the Hague, then the second precondition is 
the resolution of the Continental Shelf ques- 
tion through the same way. 

So we do not deny dialog. But we want 
dialog, provided dialog is realistic and that 
it doesn’t affect the sovereign rights of 
Greece and that it will be carried out accord- 
ing to international treaties and international 
law. So we should not talk about something 
which need not be realized now. 

The President. Thank you all very much. 


See you this evening. 


Note: The President’s 12lst news conference 
began at 12:50 p.m. in Room 450 of the Old Exec- 
utive Office Building. President Stephanopoulos 
spoke in Greek, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. 


Remarks at a Dinner Honoring 
President Stephanopoulos 


May 9, 1996 


Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. 
President Stephanopoulos, Foreign Minister 
Pangalos, Education Minister Papandreou, 
members of the Greek delegation, to all of 
our distinguished guests from the United 
States and from Greece. 

Hillary and I are delighted to welcome 
President Stephanopoulos to the White 
House. Mr. President, throughout your long 
career in public life, you have shown an ex- 
traordinary devotion to democracy and to 
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serving the people of Greece. As a Member 
of Parliament, as well as Minister for the In- 
terior, Welfare, and State, you established a 
record of exceptional integrity and judgment. 
As President of the Hellenic Republic, you 
have represented Greece with dignity and 
wisdom, befiting the history of your great na- 
tion. Hillary and Chelsea were so warmly re- 
ceived by you and by all the Greek people 
recently. I thank you for that, and it now 
gives us very great pleasure to return the hos- 
pitality to you. 

We are especially happy to have the Presi- 
dent here at this particular point in the 
friendship between our two nations. Aristotle 
speaks at length about how friends strength- 
en one another by sharing virtues and charac- 
teristics. Well, Greece has turned to Presi- 
dent Stephanopoulos for leadership, and I 
have my own Stephanopoulos. [Laughter] 
Mr. President, I think we’re both doing pret- 
ty well. 

Though thousands of miles separate our 
two nations, America has very deep roots in 
Greece. The evidence is all around us. Most 
of you came to dinner through the North 
Portico, built in Greek revival style during 
the Presidency of Andrew Jackson. Next 
door, the Treasury, is the largest Greek re- 
vival building in the world. There are many 
other examples nearby. The Lincoln Memo- 
rial was originally modeled on the Parthenon. 
And the architecture we see outside is only 
the most visible expression of the values we 
share. 

The earliest generations of our leaders 
who founded our traditions and built our in- 
stitutions, as the President said earlier today, 
were deeply influenced by Greek thought, 
by the passion for truth and justice that had 
been handed down from the ancients. They 
studied history's first democracy in the origi- 
nal Greek. I wish I were as well educated. 
Some were so moved by the struggle of mod- 
ern Greece for independence that they left 
home to join in that distant fight for freedom. 
In 1824 Daniel Webster asked on the floor 
of the House of Representatives, “Does not 
the land ring from side to side with one com- 
mon sentiment of sympathy for Greece?” 

In this century, the relationship between 
our nations deepened as we fought together 
in two world wars. Then the desire to help 
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preserve freedom in Greece moved Presi- 
dent Truman to stand firm against isolation- 
ism and for our postwar engagement abroad. 
His actions led to the Marshall Plan, the es- 
tablishment of NATO, and a half century of 
unparalleled success for democracy. We 
stood together in Korea, in the Gulf War. 
We continue to work shoulder-to-shoulder 
today in the former Yugoslavia. Our alliance 
shows the truth of the Greek proverb: Ou 
thaneeskee zeelos eleutherias; the passion for 
freedom never dies. 

Tonight we also thank Greece for the 
greatest of all gifts it has given us, wonderful 
Greek Americans. Our society has been en- 
riched beyond measure by them, whether an 
aria sung by Maria Callas, films by Elia 
Kazan, the brilliant tennis of Pete Sampras, 
in business, in the arts, in our public life. 
Greek Americans have brought such energy 
and grace to the life of our Nation, and we 
are all profoundly grateful. In public life, we 
treasure men and women like Senator Sar- 
banes and Senator Snowe, former Governor 
Dukakis, and former Senator Paul Tsongas, 
people who have shown a deep dedication 
to serving the United States. And I know that 
all America is grateful to the more than one 
million Greek Americans who have built our 
communities, our businesses, and our cities. 
Because of what they have done, America 
isa stronger anda oa nation. 

Ladies and gentlemen, let us raise a glass 
to the great partnership between our nations, 
the heritage we share, and the Greek-Amer- 
ican community that is one of our greatest 
blessings. Zeeto ee Hellada, and God bless 


America. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:25 p.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Foreign Minister 
Theodoros Pangalos. 


Remarks on Presenting the 
Commander-in-Chief Trophy to the 
United States Air Force Academy 
Football Team 

May 10, 1996 


The President. Good morning, Secretary 
Widnall, to our distinguished military lead- 
ers: General Shalikashvili, | General 
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Moorman, General Stein, other distin- 
guished military leaders here, members of 
the Board of Visitors of the Air Force Acad- 
emy, Coach DeBerry and the seniors from 
the Falcons football team. We gather to- 
gether for another happy occasion; but for 
the United States and especially for members 
of our military family, this is a sad day. For 
early this morning, two Marine helicopters 
crashed at a massive training exercise at 
Camp Lejune in North Carolina. 

At this time, we know that 16 service mem- 
bers were killed, and two others very seri- 
ously injured. Our hearts go out to the fami- 
lies, the friends, and the loved ones of those 
who lost their lives. Our prayers are with 
those who were injured for a speedy recov- 
ery. 

Day-in and day-out, our service men and 
women put themselves on the line so that 
our country can remain free and secure. We 
ask so much of them, to travel far from home, 
to be apart from their loved ones, to do dif- 
ficult and often dangerous work. One of the 
things I confess I did not fully appreciate 
until I became President was how dangerous 
the day-in and day-out, year-in and year-out 
work of our military, just training, just doing 
the defense of our country is, and our citizens 
should know that. 

The seniors here behind me will soon be- 
come the guardians of our liberty, just like 
those fine people who lost their lives last 
night. And though you have been very well 
prepared for the job you will do, you still 
must assume the risks of defending that lib- 
erty. Every American owes every one of you 
who will become an officer or a member of 
the United States military a tremendous debt 
of gratitude. 

I’m happy to see all you here today. I’m 
beginning to wonder if I can make it interest- 
ing. If you ever have really needed proof that 
we have a joint planning and operation and 
we're really building a joint culture in the 
United States military, we’re going to give 
it today with General Shali congratulating the 
Air Force for another victory over the Army. 
[Laughter] 

The friendly but fierce inter-service rival- 
ries should mean that almost anything can 
happen in competition, but at least lately, 
only one thing happens: The Air Force al- 
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ways wins. This is the 7th year in a row the 
Falcons have come to the White House to 
collect this prize. I hope the thrill isn’t gone. 

I understand this past November you actu- 
ally lost the Commander-In-Chief's Trophy 
for a short time when there was a sneak at- 
tack masterminded by Army pranksters in- 
vading your field house before the game. 
Well, that didn’t work, either. [Laughter] You 
played a great game this year against Army. 
I was especially impressed that you came 
back from a 14-point deficit to win decisively. 

I've learned a little something about what 
it takes to overcome large deficits—{laugh- 
ter|—and I was mightily impressed. I know 
there were other outstanding highlights of 
this year’s season, beating Brigham Young's 
Cougars for the first time in a dozen tries, 
being cochampions of the Western Athletic 
Conference, going to the Copper Bowl. The 
Falcons had a very good year. 

If the way you played is any indication of 
what is to come, Coach, we expect to see 
the Air Force back here this time next year. 
I hope I'll be here to greet you. [Laughter] 
And I should note that, to the best of my 
knowledge, unlike me, you are not term-lim- 
ited. 

Finally, let me just say that I was most 
impressed by something that Coach DeBerry 
said earlier in the season. He said that 
through football the players on his team are 
helped to become better people. That is what 
we need more of in college athletics and, in- 
deed, in all of our endeavors. It’s so impor- 
tant that young people be taught not only 
to take responsibility for becoming the best 
they can be in every endeavor, but also doing 
that in working with a team. That’s what 
makes our military work. That’s what makes 
our country work. And I think sometimes we 
forget that that is the ultimate object of all 
of our human endeavors. Winning is wonder- 
ful, but everybody who does his or her best 
and who tries to do it with a genuine spirit 
of cooperation with others is a winner. In 
that sense, the Air Force will always be a 
winner. But today, for the 7th year in a row, 
you're still the possessor of the Commander- 
in-Chief’s Trophy. 

Coach DeBerry. Let’s give him a hand. 
[Applause | 
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Coach DeBerry. Mr. President, I appre- 
ciate it. Thank you very much, kind words, 
thank you very much. We are honored to be 
here, a great big honor for us because it’s 
your trophy. 

Thank you, sir. 

The President. Thank you. 


[Coach Fisher DeBerry, Lt. Gen. Paul Stein, 
USAF, Superintendent, United States Air 
Force Academy, and Leron Hudgins, Falcons 
team captain, made brief remarks and pre- 
sented the President with a team jersey and 
a hat. Mr. Hudgins stated that when the 
President was elected in 1992, he and his 
classmates knew they would get a chance to 
visit through the Commander-In-Chief Tro- 
phy. | 

The President. That’s a high level of con- 
fidence, that 1992 remark. [Laughter] Well, 
I thank you very much. I will run in the jer- 
sey, I'll play golf in the cap, and I'll always 
remember this day. 

One thing I do want to say again is that, 
as confident as these young people are, I’ve 
never heard any of these young men say in 
the last 4 years anything that could be rough- 
ly interpreted as, when we’re not around they 
won't have a great team anymore. [Laughter] 
And I think again that’s a real tribute to the 
spirit of teamwork that prevails. 

So I thank you, I’m glad to be here, and 
I think we’re going to take a couple of pic- 
tures, and then we'll break up and shake 
hands. 


Norte: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. 


Statement on the Death of Calvin 
A.H. Waller 
May 10, 1996 


We mourn the passing of Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Calvin A.H. Waller, U.S. Army (Ret.), 
whose dedicated and exceptional career is 
admired by everyone who knew of his ex- 
traordinary courage, inspiring leadership, 
and selfless service. During a distinguished 
career which culminated in his service as 
Deputy Commander of U.S. Forces in the 
Persian Gulf during Operation Desert Storm, 
General Waller achieved prominence as a 
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skillful and disciplined professional and a car- 
ing, enthusiastic commander. His rise from 
humble beginnings to one of the highest- 
ranking African-American officers in the U.S. 
military through stalwart determination and 
a record of excellence served as an inspira- 
tion to minority and non-minority officers. 
To General Waller’s wife, Marion, his family 
and friends and to the Army community, I 
extend my deepest sympathy. He will be re- 
membered as one of America’s finest soldiers 
and most capable military leaders. 
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nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 





May 6 

The President declared a major disaster in 
the State of Illinois and ordered Federal aid 
to supplement State and local recovery ef- 
forts in the area struck by severe storms and 


flooding April 28. 


May 7 

In the morning, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with President Boris 
Yeltsin of Russia. Later, he traveled to New- 
ark and Woodbridge, NJ. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
New Vernon, NJ, where he attended a 
Democratic reception at a private residence. 
In the evening, he traveled to Jersey City, 
where he attended a Democratic reception 
at Liberty State Park. Later, the President 
returned to Washington, DC. 


May 8 

In the evening, the President and Hillary 
Clinton attended a Democratic National 
Committee reception at the Washington 
Convention Center and a Saxophone Club 
reception at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Reynaldo F. Macias to the National 
Institute for Literacy Advisory Board. 





832 


The President announced his intention to 
reappoint William M. Daley, John Sasso, Jose 
H. Villarreal, Kathryn G. Thompson, and 
Thomas A. Leonard to the Federal National 
Mortgage Association Board of Directors. 

The White House announced that the 
President has invited President Aleksander 
Kwasniewski of Poland to Washington for a 
working visit on July 8. 


May 9 

The White House announced that the 
President has designated the following indi- 
viduals to serve on the interim Board of Di- 
rectors for the Czech and Slovak American 
Enterprise Fund: John J. Cavanaugh (Chair); 
E. Patrick Coady; and Hughlyn F. Fierce. 


May 10 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
State College, PA, where he gave the com- 
mencement address at the Pennsylvania 
State University Graduate School. He then 
returned to Washington, DC. 
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Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers. 





Submitted May 6 


John F. Hicks, 

of North Carolina, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, class of Career Min- 
ister, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the State of Eritrea. 


Alan R. McKee, 

of Maryland, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and _ Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Kingdom of Swaziland. 


Arlene Render, 
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
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to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Zambia. 


Stanley N. Schrager, 

of Illinois, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Djibouti. 


Submitted May 9 


Richard A. Lazzara, 

of Florida, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Middle District of Florida, vice John H. 
Moore II, retired. 


Margaret M. Morrow, 

of California, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Central District of California, vice Rich- 
ard A. Gadbois, Jr., retired. 
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Statement by National Economic Adviser 
Laura D’Andrea Tyson on budget negotia- 
tions 


Released May 5 


Statement by Chief of Staff Leon Panetta on 
House Majority Leader Richard Armey’s call 
for deep cuts in education 


Released May 6 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
announcing disaster assistance for Illinois 
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Released May 7 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the Vice President’s meeting with Gov- 
ernor Chris Patten of Hong Kong 


Released May 8 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
announcing the upcoming visit of President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
announcing the establishment of Presidential 
Emergency Board No. 228 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on South Africa’s approval of a new Constitu- 
tion 

Statement by Chief of Staff Leon Panetta an- 
nouncing the President has asked Senate 
Democratic leaders to accept Senator Dole’s 
counterproposal on pending legislation 


Released May 9 


Announcement of nominations for U.S. Dis- 
trict Judges for the Middle District of Florida 
and the Central District of California 
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Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the President’s designation of an interim 
Board of Directors for the Czech and Slovak 
American Enterprise Fund 


Released May 10 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved May 6 


H.R. 3055 / Public Law 104-141 


To amend section 326 of the Higher Edu- 
cation Act of 1965 to permit continued par- 
ticipation by Historically Black Graduate 
Professional Schools in the grant program au- 
thorized by that section 
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